~Tuesday Teach Time- 31MAR09~
One of the “NEW ADDITIONS” to our Faith House Tuesday Teach Time Informal Bible Study is our “anointed appetizers” entitled: “Did you know?”.  Our FIRST 15 minutes of class will give some informational appetizers and then our “Feature Presentation Lesson Discussion” for the evening will begin.  This new addition will give our students running late some GRACE time and “reward” our students who have arrived at t 7PM.  Fresh from the Pastor’s Pen…..here’s your FIRST SERVING!
ORIGIN OF CHURCHES, HOUSE OF WORSHIPS

LET’S LOOK AT HOW PHYSICAL PLACES OF WORSHIP ORIGINATED….

BEFORE GOD’S PEOPLE REACHED THE PROMISE LAND, THEY WANDERED IN THE DESSERT FOR MANY YEARS.  BECAUSE OF THEIR “NOMADIC” LIFESTYLE, THEY NEEDED A “PORTABLE” PLACE OF WORSHIP:

A “TENT”…ALSO CALLED THE TABERNACLE, SERVED THE PURPOSE.  IT WAS THE ONLY “CHURCH BUILDING OR CHURCH STRUCTURE” IN THE JEWISH CAMP.  IT WAS CONSIDERED THE PLACE WHERE GOD DWELLED.

AFTER THE ISRAELITES HAD SETTLED INTO THE PROMISED LAND AND ENJOYED A TIME OF PEACE,  KING SOLOMON BUILT THE GRAND TEMPLE WHICH HIS FATHER HAD ENVISIONED.  IT WAS A PERMANENT PLACE FOR THE PEOPLE TO WORSHIP GOD AND OFFER SACRIFICES.  

THE “TEMPLE” WAS BASED ON THE PLANS OF THE “TABERNACLE”…WHICH WAS ALSO ANOTHER NAME FOR “TENT”.  THERE WAS AN INNER ROOM CALLED THE “HOLY OF HOLIES.”  THIS PLACE WAS RESERVED FOR GOD’S “VERY” PRESENCE.  THE ARK OF THE COVENANT (A SACRED BOX WITH SOME ARTIFACTS FROM THE MIRACLES ON THEIR JOURNEY) WAS PLACED THERE AS WELL.

THERE WERE ALSO SOME OTHER WORSHIP CENTERS ESTABLISHED, PARTLY, FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVED FAR AWAY FROM JERUSALEM.  THESE PEOPLE NEEDED PLACES CLOSER TO HOME TO OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES.  THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM WAS THE PREFERRED LOCATION, THOUGH. AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR..MOST PEOPLE TRAVELED THERE.

IF YOU REMEMBER…..WHEN MARY AND JOSEPH TOOK JESUS TO THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM TO CELEBRATE THE PASSOVER AND GOT SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER…(LUKE 2:41-27)….EXCELLENT BIBLICAL EXAMPLE.

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, LOCAL SYNAGOGUES WERE THE MAINSTAY OF BIBLICAL INSTRUCTION.  SYNAGOGUES MAY HAVE ACTUALLY BEGUN AS EARLY AS DURING THE HEBREW EXILE IN BABYLON.  BECAUSE THE PEOPLE COULD NOT RETURN TO THE TEMPLE TO WORSHIP, THEY MAY HAVE BEGUN GATHERING TOGETHER TO STUDY AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER.    
*****************************************************************

Appetizer #2…..

The numbers of 1500 ~  66 ~  40…..

1500…the “span of years to write the Bible

66……the “total” number of Bible Books 39-O/T ~ 27-O/T

40…..over 40 different authors

*****************************************************************

Appetizer #3….

The “break-down” of the Bible…

Old Testament- The “old Covenant” God made with the Hebrews or the “chosen” generation.  The Old Testament referenced “the Law.”

New Testament-The “new Covenant” or the “Love” displayed by the restoration of our relationship because of the “sacrifice” of Christ.  The story of the life, death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  Also the “birth” of the “first” Church.

Now…the Main Feature Presentation for the evening…..
TUESDAY TEACH TIME – 31MAR09
NEW TESTAMENT CONTINUATION

--TOTAL OF 27 N/T BOOKS (OLD TESTAMENT 39) GRAND TOTAL: 66

ALL OF THE N/T BOOKS WERE WRITTEN IN THE FIRST 100 YEARS “AFTER” JESUS LIVED. LIKE THE O/T, THEY WERE WRITTEN BY DIFFERENT PEOPLE, UNDER DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND FOR DIFFERENT REASONS.  THE CRITICAL COMMON DENOMINATOR DESPITE “REASON/PURPOSE” CONRAST….THEY WERE ALL “INSPIRED” BY GOD.  MANY CHAPTERS, BOOK….ONE MAIN STORY.

THE NEW TESTAMENT IS COMPILED AND MADE UP OF BOOKS WHICH TELL THE STORY OF JESUS’ LIFE, DEATH AND RESSURECTION; THE STORY OF THE CHURCH; THE LETTERS WRITTEN TO ENCOURAGE AND INSTRUCT THOSE CHURCHES, AND THE REVELATION OF THE END TIME FOR “TIME” AS WE PRESENTLY KNOW IT.

JUST SOMETHING EXTRA:  RESSURRECTION PURPOSE, NEED, UNDERSTANDING AND IT’S CRITICAL CONNECTION IS THE MOST  VITAL VITAMIN IF WE ARE GOING TO BE MOVED AND TRANSFORMED FROM “VICTIMS” OF SIN AS OPPOSED TO “VICTORS” FROM SALVATION….WHICH “RESURRECTION” REINSTATED.

HOT POINT TO NOTE:  EASTER.  
WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE “EASTER” AS IS EASES US “AWAY FROM” THE INTENDED CELEBRATORY PURPOSE OF WHAT THIS DAY REPRESENTS.  THE CELEBRATION REPRESENTS THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR.  IT REPRESENTS THE REQUIREMENT OF REINSTATEMENT BEING MET…BECAUSE OF THE SIN VIOLATION WHICH WOULD HAVE LED TO “DOOM”….HAD A “REMISSION” OF SIN NOT TAKEN PLACE.  
GOD WAS CRYSTAL CLEAR IN HIS WORD, “WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, THERE COULD BE “NO” REMISSION OF SIN.”  THIS BLOOD HAD TO BE PURE, INNOCENT AND BLAMELESS.  ONLY ONE PERSON QUALIFIED….”JESUS”.  FROM HIS SACRIFICE…CAME JUSTIFICATION DECLARATION…”JUST AS IF I HAD NEVER SINNED.”

BREAKDOWN ONCE AGAIN….

THE GOSPELS

ACTS “THE NT BOOK OF HISTORY”

LETTERS OR EPISTLES: WE KNOW THE “FIRST” 13 LETTERS WERE WRITTEN BY THE APOSTLE PAUL.  THE LAST (3) OF THOSE LETTERS ARE CALLED HIS PASTORAL LETTERS BECAUSE THEY WERE WRITTEN TO PASTORS AS OPPOSED TO ENTIRE CHURCHES.  
THE LETTERS AFTER THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS ARE CALLED THE “GENERAL” EPISTLES  BECAUSE THEY WEREN’T WRITTEN TO ANY ONE SPECIFIC CHURCH OR PERSON. 
PROPHECY: THERE IS ONLY ONE BOOK OF PROPHECY IN THE OLD TESTAEMENT “REVELATION”.  THIS BOOK IS ABOUT THE “END TIMES” OF THE “SECOND COMING” AS IT RELATES TO “JESUS”.  IT IS ALSO REFERRED TO AS THE “APOCALYPTIC” (MEANING END OF “THIS” WORLD).

NOW THAT WE HAVE LEARNED THE CATEGORIES IN BOTH TESTAMENTS….LET’S GO BACK TO SOME “FACTORS” WHICH HELP US FURTHER UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE WITH “CLARITY” AND HOW CRITICAL “CONTEXT” IS…
THE FIRST MAJOR THING WE MUST LOOK AT TO GET A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING IS “WRITING STYLES”. BECAUSE THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN BY SO MANY DIFFERENT AUTHORS, FACING SO MANY DIFFERENT SLICES OF LIFE, IT’S WRITTEN WITH A LOT OF DIFFERENT LITERARY STYLES.  

DON’T MISS THIS:  WE READ EACH BOOK “BEST” WHEN WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THE “PERSPECTIVE” OF THE AUTHOR.  LET ME BREAKDOWN IN THIS TEACHING MOMENT INTO SOME OF THOSE AREAS WHICH I BELIEVE WILL PROVIDE A TREMENDOUS AID AND ASSISTANCE IN YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVES:  

GENESIS, EXODUS, JUDGES AND THE ACTS ARE SOME EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF THE HISTORICAL NARRATIVES. THEY TEACH US ABOUT HISTORY BUT NOT JUST ABOUT THE “FACTS” OF HISTORY.

THEY TELL US THE STORY OF HISTORY, THE PEOPLE, THE PLACES, THE MARRIAGES AND EVEN THE MARRIAGE CONFLICTS.  HISTORICAL NARRATIVES WERE ONE STEP ABOVE ORAL TRADITION.  THEY WERE THE WAY HISTORY WAS PASSED DOWN. THE AUTHOR WANTED TO DESCRIBE THE EVENTS TO TELL US ABOUT THE HEROES/SHEROES AND THE VILLIANS…ARE THE “GOOD PEOPLE AND THE BAD PEOPLE.”

WISDOM WRITINGS:

OFTEN THESE BOOKS ARE REFERRED TO AS THE “POETIC” PIECES.  NOT IN THE TRADITIONAL FIRST LEVEL POETRY FORM LIKE, “ROSES ARE RED, VIOLETS ARE BLUE” TYPE…BUT THE SYMMETRY AND PROCLAMATION OF PROFOUND THOUGHTS.  

HEBREW POETRY WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH RHYMING. THE WISDOM WRITINGS WERE CALLED POETRY BECAUSE OF IT’S (SSS)..STRUCTURE, STYLE AND SUBSTANCE.  PSALMS, PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES AND SONG OF SOLOMON ARE CLASSIC POETRY BOOKS.  I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THEY ARE EVEN POETIC PHILOSOPHY BOOKS WHICH CUT A “SLICE OF LIFE” AND PLACES IT ON A PLATE WITH PRESENTATION AS THE PRIMARY CONCERN.  

WISDOM WRITINGS ARE TO BE EXPERIENCED, SAVORED, ROLLED AROUND IN OUR MINDS AND DIGESTED BIT BY BIT.  THEY ARE, IN ESSENCE, LIFE’S ENCOUNTERS RECORDED THROUGH ONE WRITERS PERSPECTIVE AND APPLIED AS IT WAS MEANING TO HIM THEN…AND “US” NOW.

PROPHECIES:

A BULK OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS MADE UP OF PROPHETIC PASSAGES. ISAIAH THROUGH MALACHI (OLD TESTAMENT) ARE PROPHETIC BOOKS. 

THESE PROPHETS SPOKE TO THEIR OWN CULTURE, AS WELL AS TO THE FUTURE!
DON’T MISS THIS!!!…..WHEN THEY WERE WRITING THEIR BOOKS…THE ONLY “BIBLE” TO SPEAK OF WAS THE “BOOK OF THE LAW (THE FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT).  IN 2009, WHEN WE THINK OF HEARING GOD SPEAK OR OF HIS REVEALING HIMSELF, WE THINK OF THE WEALTH OF HIS WORDS WE HAVE IN THE “WHOLE” BIBLE.  

POINT TO NOTE: BACK THEN, THEY WERE “WAITING” FOR FRESH NEWS FROM GOD.  THEY GOT IT “THROUGH” THE PROPHETS.  THE RESSURRECTION FACTOR SHIFTED US FROM HAVING TO GO “THROUGH” SOMEONE ..TO..BEING ABLE TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY “TO” GOD.

TEACHING PASSAGES: THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PASSAGES WHICH ARE SPECIFICALLY MEANT TO “TEACH” US.  ONE OF THE PRIMARY  PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSESE OF PREACHING IS TO “TELL” WHAT THE “TEXT” IS “TAILORED” TO “TEACH”.  

WHEN WE SPEAK OF “TEACHING PASSAGES”..THESE ARE NOT SIMPLY “SHARING” STORIES AND ALLOWING US TO DRAW OUR OWN INDEPENDENT CONCLUSIONS.  THEY ARE THE…LAY-IT-ON-THE-TABLE AND THIS-IS-HOW-IT-IS AND WILL-BE-TRUTH.  AS I TEACH ALL THE TIME, “THE TRUTH IS STILL THE TRUTH…EVEN WHEN WE DON’T AGREE NOR LIKE IT.”

That’s all FOLKS….for this week….see you Next Week!
~In HIS Service, I Remain Faithful: Pastor W.D.B.~
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