TUESDAY TEACH TIME – SESSION FIVE – GENESIS

Instructor: Pastor Willie D. Brown-Senior Pastor/Teacher

The Ideal Marriage…(Genesis 2:18-25)

In our “fallen” world, there is no such thing as the “ideal” marriage.  Someone has suggested that there are three stages to marriage: the ideal, the ordeal and “let’s make a deal” which references the pre-nup’s, business matrimony and the conditional marriage.

Some has sarcastically asked, “why did GOD create man first and the woman second?”  Someone has suggested that perhaps it was because GOD didn’t want any ADVICE on how to create man.

Today, after a little opening class humor…let us look at some serious scriptural steps after GOD created Adam and placed him in the Garden of Eden….

THE PREPARATION OF ADAM (2:18-20)
God observes Adam and says, “it is not good for the man to be alone.” (2:18)  This is the first time in the Bible where God says, “SOMETHING IS NOT GOOD!”  At this point the Lord had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air (2:19).  

God brings all the animals to Adam to be named.  In his “unfallen” state…Adam had awesome brain power and had no problem naming them.  One of the principle and primary reasons for having Adam name the animals was not so much to showcase his “naming” abilities but to observe them as he named them and to “DISCOVER” for himself that there was no helper “suitable” for him. (2:18)

After Adam looked over and named all the animals, note the last sentence of verse 20. Adam realized that none of the animals could meet and fulfill his need for companionship.  

DON’T MISS THIS……As with Adam…GOD made us so we need other people.  Not saying that it has to be marriage relationship, but friendship and platonic relationship.  We need people who authentically Love us and care for us because GOD did not make us to be alone.

Even in Ministry, “forsake not the assembly”…the song..”I Need You, You need me..Ministry should be Family!  

Don’t miss this nugget…GOD wanted Adam to yearn for Eve as he noticed that every other creature had a compatible or “after its own kind” mate.  This was the PREPARATION OF ADAM……

THE PRESENTATION OF EVE…..

At this point, the animal exhibit has left Adam “desiring” a compatable mate.  However, don’t miss this…GOD never gives us a desire that HE will not satisfy in HIS own time and way.  SIN is the result of being impatient and not waiting for GODS fulfillment of our desires.

Unfortunately, in our fallen world, patience is a ever present problem.  Just remember, “just as GOD had a plan for Adam..HE has a plan for each of HIS children if we practice “patience and prayer before proceeding.”  To ignore this will create similar situations of Abraham’s “baby Mama Dram” with Sarah and Hagar.

After the animal exhibit….GOD causes Adam to fall into a deep sleep.  While Adam is sleeping, GOD takes one of his ribs and closes up the place with flesh (2:21)

Don’t miss this…..Being made from the rib of man shows that she was the same physically, psychologically and spiritually.  

After making a suitable partner GOD brings her to the man.  Adam’s reaction is, This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called “woman” for she was taken out of man” (2:22-23).  You can only imagine Adam’s excitement.  The translation is really  “WOW”.

THE CULMINATION OF GOD’S PLAN (2:24-25)

Verse 24 reveals GOD’s three point…tri-point…plan for marriage.

First..the man is to leave his father and mother.  All the way back in ancient time, in-laws and in-Love had problem IN-the same –House!  IN ancient times, a man would bring his wife home where she would then become a slave of her husband’s mother.  In-laws are one of the TOP contributing factors to divorce in the United States.  The less in-laws have to do with the decisions of newlyweds the better, unless the advice is mutually solicited by the couple.

Second, verse 24..”united with his wife.”  This means a whole-hearted attachment to each other.  Seeks to explore, discover and grow a Team and not two separate individuals. 

Third…Genesis 2:24…”they will become one flesh.”  They will “grow into” one flesh.  There must be “intimacy”…how far can you see into me.  Remember from our previous teaching…GOD created us as a trinity or tri-unity of body, soul and spirit.  A husband and wife must be united in each of these areas.  

Don’t miss this….to become one “physically or sexually” is a marriage of body alone.  When the physical attraction wears off, the marriage is doomed.  Becoming one involves becoming one soul, which involves the intellect, emotions and will.  They must be compatible intellectually, emotionally and morally.  Finally, there MUST be a union of spirit.  This means that BOTH should be Christians.  Look at the command in 2 Corinthians 6:14a.

HOT POINT: To marry a non-Christian is willfully choosing much heartache and unhappiness.  It is also choosing lonliness because you will be unable to share personal spiritual matters freely with your mate.

The section concludes….”the man and his wife were both naked and they felt no shame (2:25).  This means they were free from shame and moral corruption.  

LESSON SIX INTRODUCTION….

Satan’s Secret Strategy (Genesis 3:1-7)

1) He tries to get us to DOUBT God’s provisions (3:1-2)

The serpent tried to lead the woman, later called Eve, into sin.  Though not identified here, the tempter is obviously the “ancient” serpent, who is the devil, or satan (rev. 20:2).

The serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made (Gen 3:1).  Crafty means “clever and deceptive.”  This temptation happened before the curse, before the serpent crawls on his belly.  Don’t miss this….there was nothing about the serpent to alarm Eve.  When satan comes to you and I, he does not come as an ugly, scary creature from which we flee.  He often dressed in disguise to lead us into “demise.”

         Read Corinthians 11:14 to see how satan comes to us….

The tempter does not whisper, “I’m here to destroy you…he often tries to engage us in dialogue “doused” with doubt and dipped in deceit.  He asks Evem “Did God REALLY say, “you must not eat from any tree in the garden?” (Gen. 3:1)

Don’t miss this…notice that satan tries to focus Eve’s attention on the one tree, out of thousands that were in the garden, of which she could NOT eat.  He wants to get Eve thinking “negatively” about God.  He wants to poison pure perception.  He wants to focus her attention of that one thing God has prohibited and cause FOG in her focus and leading towards her forgetting all HIS blessings and provisions.  

Look at the only exception….”tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (2:17)  The devil wanted Eve to think God was holding out on her.  He does the same in 2008.  He wants us to think God is keeping us from some pleasure or enjoyment.  The enemy, by demonic design, wants us to think that God doesn’t want us to get drunk, do drugs, or have sex outside marriage to KEEP US from having fun.  However, every command in the Bible is given because God loves us and wants to protect us from consequences of sin (read Psalm 84:11)

The enemy tries to get us to doubt God’s provisions by convincing us God is holding out on us.

He tries to get us to DENY God’s punishment (3:3-4)

Eve tells satan that God said, “you must not eat from the tree….and you must not touch it..or you will die.”  Satan responds, “you will not surely die” (3:3-4).  In other words, 2008 translation, “come on Eve….surely you don’t believe that..do you.  You ain’t that lame…you’re his precious, prized creation.  Come on…you’re smarter than that….that’s a scare tactic.

However…what does GOD SAY in Hebrews 9:27?

Point to note: Every command in the Bible is God’s law, and law without penalty is only a suggestion.  The Bible is not filled with God’s suggestions, ; it is HIS Holy Law.  We don’t have “Ten Suggestions”…we have “Ten Commandments”.

Tithing, Loving, Giving, sowing….are not suggestions…they are law!

Not only does satan try to get us to doubt God’s provisions and deny God’s punishments, but also…..

HE TRIES TO GET US TO DISTORT GOD’S PURPOSE (3:5)

Finally, the devil says to Eve, “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened.  (Gen, 3:5).   The devil convinces Eve that obeying God’s WORD is preventing her from reaching her full potential.  In essence he is saying, “Eve, you are blind; you need to see the light of liberation.”  The purpose of God’s WORD is not to keep us in darkness.  It is just the opposite…read Psalm 119:105

The devil tells Eve, “you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Gen 3:5b)  This was a blatant lie.  The more you sin, the less you are able to distinguish between good and evil.  What does Romans 1:26a say on the subject…….

Don’t miss this….GOD is so serious about what HE says about sin and HIS judgement of it.  To “deny” God’s WORD is to “attack” God’s character!

When the devil tells Eve that if she will eat the forbidden she will be “like” God, he is saying in essence, “God lied to you to keep you from fulfilling your potential.”  Anytime we are deceived to believe that GOD is holding out on us, the work of the tempter is successful.  

When the devil succeeds in causing us to doubt God’s provisions, deny God’s punishment, and distort God’s purpose, he will complete his strategy as….

HE TRIES TO GET US TO DISOBEY GOD’S PRECEPTS (3:6-7)

When we doubt God’s WORD, our senses come alive to what is evil.  What “is” out of bounds becomes a primary focus of our wants.  We see evidence in the text, “when the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasure to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and ate it (3:6)

You may argue that “eating a piece of fruit” caused the entire human race to fall.  It wasn’t the fruit, it was the disobedience to God’s WORD!  The devil cannot lead us into sin until he first attacks and destroys our confidence in God’s WORD.

The serpent told Adam and Eve their eyes would be opened and they would be like GOD.  However, that was all propaganda, for when they ate the forbidden fruit THEN the eyes of both of them were opened and they realized they were naked (3:7a).  

Instead of becoming like GOD they lost their innocence, and their naked bodies make them feel ashamed.  Therefore, they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for  themselves (3:7b).  

In closing, satan’s secret strategy is to get us to:

DOUBT GOD’S PROVISIONS

DENY GOD’S PUNISHMENT

DISTORT GOD’S PURPOSE

DISOBEY GOD’S PRECEPTS

THAT’S ALL FOLKS….

~SEE YA NEXT WEEK AS WE ENTER~

****************************

THE BLAME GAME…..

(GENESIS 3:8-24)

