TUESDAY TEACH TIME
~November 18, 2008~
On last week, we began shifted from the study of the first married couple and moved to a look at the first children in which we discovered that even the FIRST FAMILY had strain, stress and struggles because of the sin which led to the Fall of Man.

As we prepare to go forward, let us look back at some of the interesting aspects of Cain and Abel from last week.

Cain’s name means “one gotten” and is derived from Eve’s joyful exclamation: “with the help of the LORD, I have brought forth a man or (male child).”  This was an awesome point to park upon, it is GOD who ultimately makes the decision of life or not.  In VERSE 2, she gave birth to ABEL…who’s name means “vapor” or “breath” and is an implication and suggestion that Eve had been “outside” the garden long enough to realize the full impact of the curse and the truth reiterated in James 4:14.

Note….all the similarities in factors (same home, parents, patterns) YET…they are different when they grow up, Abel keeps the flocks and Cain works the soil. (4:2)
It is “implied” by the context in which we read the text that GOD had given instructions concerning the time, place and TYPE of sacrifices HE desired.  Cain brings some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord (4:3).  Abel brings “fat portions” (the very BEST parts from the first born.  The reference “first born” is in alignment of that which God requires as it acknowledges His being First and receiving the BEST!

Cain’s offering is “cute”. 
Abel’s offering has no “cosmetic” concern.  

He realizes it has to be what GOD demands and not what he desires or decides is “desirable” according to his taste.  Therefore, Abel’s offering is smelly, bloody and not pleasant to the eyes.
GOD has a problem with this.  He looks with favor on Abel’s but does NOT look on Cain’s as favorable.  (4:4b-5a).  

What’s the problem?  Did they both not bring “something?”  That’s the “problem”!  We cannot bring GOD “anything” when He has made clear the way He expects it to come.

Yes, Cain’s offering is a result of hard work.  However, it sends a statement to a GOD who is Soveriegn and the CREATOR of the universe which says, “my sins aren’t THAT BAD and good works are enough.  WRONG ANSWER FOR CAIN and wrong answer for us.  

Point to note:  Do you know what type of cake you like, your favorite ice crème, how you like your vegetables prepared, etc.  If we, in our limited human minds know what we like….would not the creator of our minds know what He wants.  After we arrive at that answer, why would we insult him and second guess what He has already said He requires?

Cain is offering GOD a cute Salad arrangement.  This is a direct link to pride and self-righteousness.  Cain’s offering is a portrait of people who try to “justify” through “works” their “worth.”  When the WORD of GOD confirms that we are “filthy rags at our BEST”…and most of us are closer to our “worst” than our “best”…this is not to cause disciple depression but to remind us that “salvation” is a gift which we can never “earn” we simply have to enter into a “rebirth” process and renew the relationship which was ruined by sin.
Is your offering which you bring to GOD tainted?  God shares his system of giving in Malachi 3.  Do you STILL tip as opposed to Tithe which is 10% percent of your FIRST in time, talent and substance?  Are you still living behind the “veil” of excuse of why you can’t give the minimal?  
How much time does GOD get a week?  Out of 168 hours…10% is two days an some hours.  Are you even close?  Where are you now in giving GOD what’s right as opposed to what’s left…after your activities, schedule, appointments, etc.  Are you exhibiting Cain characteristics…OR do you fall in the Abel category?

Don’t miss this….there are two ways GOD can be approached….by the way of the “cross” or by the way of “Cain”.  Don’t miss this…”Cain bought an “offering” not a “sacrifice.”  Many bring an “offering” and not a “tithe”.

GOD will reject “nice” offerings because there is no confession of how bad sin is and how good GOD HAS BEEN despite the discrepancy in our decision making as it relates to Him.  The enemy could care less if we’re “good” people because he knows that Hell is still an option.  However, the moment we become “GOD” people…then an alarm in hell goes off and he seeks to do what he does by causing you to think, “at least you doing something or doing what you can.”  Once again, GOD never asked us to do “ALL” we can…just do what HE says and the benefits follow the “seeking HIM first.”
Abel’s sacrifice is accepted because his “actions” display that he is saying, “my sins are bad, I can never do enough to earn forgiveness” so I’m humbly submitting what you require in the manner which you require it.”  Even more, he is acknowledging that a “blood sacrifice” is the MAIN REQUIREMENT which presenting a sacrifice for GOD has always been clear, “without the shedding of blood, there could be no remission of sin.”  
One songwriter said it best, “there is Power, Power, wonder working Power…in the Blood of the Lamb”…another said..”oh the Blood, oh the Blood, oh the Blood done sign my name”….then on communion Sunday…we shout out…”I know it was the Blood for me…one day when I was lost, He died upon the cross…I know it was the blood for me.”
Cain’s REAL problem!  Before we even get to Cain’s “offering” there is a larger problem looming.  It was his heart.  That was the reason for his radical, rude and ridiculous response when GOD rejected his offering.  Look at him in Verse 4:5b…..HOT, mad, angry and his face downcast.  This is a picture of the HOLE in his commitment.  If his primary and principle purpose was to PLEASE GOD…..he would become “humble” as opposed to “heated”.  

LOOK AT GOD…does not write him off and immediate X him out.  He inquires to the reason behind his anger.  Most of us would have inquired about his “nerve” and “ordassity.”  In the words of Fred G. Sanford from Sanford and Son, “are you crazy?”  God was cool, calm and collective….(4:6) “why are you angry, why is your face downcast?

Once again….we see GOD asking a question…NOT…for information but to provide an opportunity for confession and repentance.  God even goes a step further and reminds him, “if you do…what you know to do….if you do what is right and required to do…would your offering not receive the same?”

Then he gives him a warning which will precede the possibility of peril if heeded.  God says, “do what’s right…you’re GOOD…if not. Sin is crouching at the door…it’s desire is to have you..and you MUST master it.”  In other words…there is no middle ground..if you don’t master it…it WILL master you.

The phrase..”sin is crouching at your door” is a picture of a “demon” waiting to ambush Cain and control him.  Cain had to make a CHOICE…to either “master” it or be lead by “it”.  In sin…there is always a CHOICE…and because of the CHOICE…there is always a “consequence” when we concur.  
Cain CHOOSES to NOT allow GOD to be his master.  This is an automatic “sin” selection.  Because of the sin seeds selected..it  births pride, envy, anger…and then MURDER!  (4:8) In 2008, this is “pre-mediated” murder as he extended an invitation to his brothers eventual DEATH place.  

Don’t miss this…one son is dead and the other one is a murderer.  This ALL in the First Family.  As stated by GOD to their parents, Adam and Eve, the seed of the serpent is quickly striking at the seed of the woman trying to cut off the seed that would crush his head.  

GOD asks another question…giving another chance…(4:9a)…..then he comes with “sarcasm” in verse 4:9b), “am I my Brother’s keeper?”  Sin makes you crazy.

With NO HINT OF REPENTANCE….GOD has to shift from “mercy” to “just”.  God lets him know that his brother’s BLOOD is “crying” out from the ground. (Gen 4:10)
This means that GOD cannot let sin go unpunished, so here it is…”now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened it’s mouth to receive your brothers blood from YOUR hand.  (Gen 4:11)

Result….Cain will NOT have good crops and will be forced to be a restless wanderer on the earth…living a nomadic life (4:12)

Cain now has “self-pity”…my punishment is more than I can bear…and whoever finds me will kill me” (4:13-14).  Apparently, Cain fears a future child of Adam and Eve will seek revenge. GOD still “looks out”….he puts a “protection” mark so that no one who found him will kill him.

What is the mark on Cain?  The Bible does not say.

He goes to the land of Nod.  There he lays with his wife, she becomes pregnant and gives birth to Enoch.  Cain was then building a city and he named it after his son Enoch.

Major question…..”where did Cain get his wife?”  Adam lived 930 years (5:5) and had other sons and daughters (5:4).  Therefore he had time for thousands of descendents.  In half that time, 400 years, the Israelites in Egypt grew from 70 (Ex. 1:5) to Exodus 12:37.

So, how could Cain marry a relative without being guilty of incest, which is condemned in Leviticus 18:6 and which produces genetically defective children?

Here’s the answer: Genetic defects resulted from the Fall and intensified over thousands of years, for even Abraham married “Sarah” his half sister (Gen. 12:13).  The command not to marry a close relative did not come until the time of Moses.

Don’t miss this….Polygamy enters history with Lameck; however, God’s original design is that a man will leave his Father and his Mother and be united to his wife…and they will become ONE flesh.  Monogamy was “clearly” GOD’s original plan and every polygamist in the Bible, including David and Solomon paid dearly for that sin.
In closing…there’s not ONE of Abel’s words recorded in the Bible, however Hebrews 11:4 says that Abel still speaks.

Next week……ENOCH….Genesis 5: 1-32………………
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