TUESDAY TEACH TIME…LESSON SEVEN

Some interesting things to chew on….--Sin did NOT begin on earth…it began in Heaven.  The origin of “iniquity” or “sinfulness” did not originate in the heart of a human being.  The original source came from an “angelic being” of the highest order.
Don’t miss this…..sin entered the Garden of Eden full grown and made it’s introduction as satan disguised as a serpent.  Another interesting fact to remember:  Just three chapters from the beginning of the Bible the serpent appears for the first time; three chapters from the end of the Bible…he is seen for the last time.  The thing to remember MOST for us is….his work is seen on every page between.

The Subtlety of the Serpent (3:1-6)

The word rendered “subtle” means “wise”.  The enemy lacked in one area in competing with Eve…she had the WORD of GOD!  Eve would have won thumbs down has she stuck with the WORD, “thus saith the Lord” toward all of satans suggestions.  Before his fall, satan was known as Lucifer.  He was initially “full of wisdom” (Ezekiel 28:12)

Don’t miss this….Next to GOD, he was the most brilliant being in the universe, the highest of all created intelligences.  Now a FALLEN CREATURE, he retains wisdom but it is a “warped” wisdom which is bent and twisted by sin.  
Appeal to Eves Intellect
His plan of attack in the Garden of Eden was based on “subtlety.”  It was God’s intention that headship would be invested in Adam.  Eve was created “second” and not “first” by design of a sovereign GOD.  

HOT POINT…she was not created for HEADSHIP; her creation was built around her HEARTSHIP.  She was created to be compassionate.  The satan factor twisted the “intent” of divine order.  
Look at it….he BEGAN temptation with Eve, putting her in the place of headship, engaging her in demonically doused dialogue and a intellectual discussion about right and wrong.  

SO…THE TEMPTATION BEGAN WITH AN APPEAL TO EVE’S INTELLECT.

Satan opened the discussion with DOUBT
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--Challenged the “authorship” of God’s WORD….”Yea…hath God said”, how do you know it’s His WORD?, How do you know He said it?...after all, you weren’t even there when he said it…he didn’t even tell you direct….

--Challenged the “accuracy”….”how do you know this is an accurate “repeat” of what was originally said?, How do you know that something was NOT lost I transmission?

--Challenged the “acceptability” of God’s WORD…for the DEMANDS of God’s WORD often conflict with the DESIRES of our own desires.  Satan diluted and “redirected” her focus to the “forbidden” tree.  He made her see how pleasant it was to the eyes, how GOOD it was for food. He persuaded her to be I-N-D-E-P-E-N-D-E-N-T of GOD…which is Always Dangerous!

Satan began with a DOUBT.  Once that was installed and instilled…he followed up with a DENIAL. “Ye will not SURELY die…a DIRECT contradiction to the dialogue delivered to Adam.  The entire temptation hinged on “belief”.  Who should she believe….GOD or satan.  Creator or perpetrator?

THEN he followed up Doubt and Denial with DELUSION!
“Ye shall be AS GODS, knowing good and evil.” He was placing the same “doubting” thoughts in Eve’s mind that had got him expelled and excommunicated.  Eve threw away “innocence” for “counscious”.  This was a “miserable” bargain.

Genesis 3:6…..The Appeal to Adams Emotions

The temptation of Adam traveled along different lines.  Knowing that Adam was made to rule with his intellect, satan slanted the appeal differently to him.  He made an appeal to Adams emotions.  He did not tempt Adam at all…He let Eve do that.  
Let’s look at the steep downward slant….look at it…we see “Eve saw”…that is…her gaze was directly on the FORBIDDEN FRUIT.”  Don’t miss this….the AIM was to turn her LOOK into a LUST!  Watch out for subscribing to Temptation magazine with statements like, “ain’t no harm in looking…just because you look at the menu don’t mean you have to order…looking ain’t touching”….WATCH OUT!  Many times..there is harm in looking as “looking” is the “leading” into other things.

Think about it….in MOST cases…Temptation comes through the eyes.  Ask David when he “looked” at Bathsheba…….Tempatation OFTEN comes through the eyes.  “Eve saw….that the tree was good for FOOD (lust of the flesh), “that it was pleasant to the eyes (lust of the eyes),  and “it was a tree to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life).  Satan has been so successful with this strategy that he has used them every since in tempting mankind (1 John 2:16)
Next we see “Eve took….”.  The aim now was to turn a “desire” into a “decision”. God never coerces, and HE will not permit satan to either.  Satan can persuade, suggest…(devil MADE me do it is a LIE), he can “persuade” but not “push”. For example…even in trying to tempt Jesus (MATT 4: 1-11) …”he could “urge” Jesus to cast himself down…but he could not throw him down.”  God  respects Power of Choice and wants free moral agents who DECIDE to serve him.

THEN WE READ…..”she DID eat”….satan aim was to turn her “choice” into a “chain.”  With the very FIRST bite…she was his.  She was a sinner.  The choice had become a chain.  Her life now had a “leash”.

Finally, we read…that she “gave”.   The FINAL aim was to turn a “sinner” into a “seducer.”  That was his supreme accomplishment.  He fashioned the fallen woman into a tool to ensnare her husband. 

THE APPEAL TO ADAM’S EMOTIONS….(3:6)

The temptation of Adam proceeded along different lines.  Knowing that Adam had been created to “RULE” from his intellect, satan slanted his appeal.  He appealed to his “emotions”.  Look at it, he never tempted Adam at all…he let Eve do that.  He appealed to what was emotionally connected to him…what meant something to him…his emotional heartbeat and heart piece.
The downward dip was steep.  Look at it…We are told of “Eve” that she saw….don’t miss this…her gaze was directly FULLY FOCUSED on the forbidden fruit.  Here’s the aim…TO TURN HER LOOK INTO A LUST!  

Dismiss that deterring dialogue, “there’s no harm in looking”.  Temptation often comes from the “eyes”…comes from “looking” which “leads” to “lusting.”
Then we see that “Eve” took….the aim was to turn “desire” into “decision”.  To turn “wanting” into “possessing”.  From “singing Luther…if only for one night” to “sinking in Luther….staying the night.

She DID eat….turning the “choice” into a “chain.”  After the first bite…she was had…she was his.  Many times it’s the first bite that shifts from a sample to the entire meal.  Every had something where if you have one bite….you’re in trouble.  Okay…what about one sip?

Finally, she gave….the ultimate aim was to turn the “sinner” into a “seducer”.  Not only have you made yourself a victim…now you shift into a recruiter’s role of deputizing and victimizing others.  

HOWEVER…Adam was NOT deceived…(1 Timothy 2:14)…he sinned with his eyes WIDE OPEN.  

THE SUCCESS OF THE SERPENT (3:7-8)

It’s super sad but what a tremendous success he was.  The demons must have had a party when the news hit the press that the “father of lies” had deceived the creatures who had been created in the “image and likeness” of God. 

Let’s look at it….first we note their PLIGHT….

“and the eyes of both were opened, and they knew they were naked.” What a wretched discovery.  Before the Fall, Adam and Eve were probably clothed with light, because God covers himself  with light as with a garment (Psalm 104:2).

Don’t miss this….the moment they sinned…Adam and Eve saw the light go out.  The death of the spirit within them caused the light to be extinguished and suddenly the “physical” side of their being was thrust into the forefront unlike ever before.  They knew they were naked.  That was the “knowledge” for which they sold their place in paradise.  Is sin ever worth it?

They “sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.”  What a messed up decision.  Those fig leaves represent mans first attempt to cover up sin.  

NEXT…we see their FLIGHT! (3:8)  They heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.  What did they do…they fled and hid among the trees in the garden.

Don’t miss this…for the first time in their lives…they “feared” GOD.  Before the fall…before their sin…his voice was their delight.  Their daily quiet time with him was the best time of the day.  Now…after sin…with “darkened minds” they think they can hide.  Evidence of the fall was in full fruition.  

Man’s FUTURE (3:9-24)

Adam summoned……they have learned that the wages of sin was truly death.  Not simply “physical” but “spiritual” which is “separation from GOD.”  Adam is “summoned” when GOD says, “Adam, where art thou.” That question was like a stab into his soul by a fiery sword.  No evading…he had to come from the foliage to face himself and to face his GOD.

Adam Searched (3:10-13)….forced to face his decision, he did so in remarkable round-a-bout fashion.  Like many of us…he has GREAT difficulty in making a clear confession of his guilt.

Look at his explanation….”I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid.”..because I was naked..I hid myself” (3:10)  Look at it again….I heard, was afraid…I hid…the truth had to be drug out of him.  His entire being was not BENT!

Next…..his excuse…(3:11-12)…GOD went straight to the heart of the matter….Don’t miss this….”Adam’s discrimination was his “incrimination”.  “Who told thee thou was naked?”  Oh, oh!......Instead of truth…he chose EXCUSE.

“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I did eat.”  Is this cold toward your creator or what?  FIRST, he tries to blame GOD…then he tries to blame his wife “she gave me” and AFTER that….”he confessed HIS sin, “I did eat.”

Adam’s Seeking to SHIFT Blame leaded to his EXAMPLE (3:13)…the woman takes the same route….”the serpent beguiled me…tricked me…and I did eat.”  She was more straightforward about the matter than Adam, but still, she sought to blame the serpent; he tricked me…”it’s his fault!
ADAM SENTENCED…..The sentence came in THREE parts.
First…the sentence upon the serpent, then the sentence upon Eve and finally the sentence upon Adam.  The first part of the sentence involved WAR.  “And the Lord God said unto the serpent, because you have done this, thou are cursed upon all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go and dust shall thou eat all the days of thy life.  And I will put enmity (hatred) between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thy shall bruise HIS heel.”

Don’t miss this…the curse went beyond the serpent to satan himself.  God didn’t ask him any questions.  He judged him and declared war upon him.  This was actually a prophecy of BOTH comings of Christ.  The second coming to “crush the serpents head”.

THE SECOND PART OF THE SENTENCE INVOLVED “WOE”…

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow shall thou bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband…the word “desire” is translated “chooca” which leads to control-power fights….and he shall rule over thee.”  

THE THIRD PART INVOLVED WORK!
“AND UNTO ADAM…since you listened to your wife…despite my having spoken to you and not your wife….there was to be unrewarding toiling.  Hard labor on a sin-cursed earth..and with that…un-relenting terror.  From the day, “death” has haunted the planet.  

Don’t miss this…the vey ground which he worked…was waiting for his remains to return.

ADAM SAVED….THE BEST PART…(3:20-14)  GODs provides a “saving” plan.  HE did so First in GRACE (3:20-21)..for salvation is always through Grace.

Note: Adam’s Confession….He called his wifes name Eve “because she was the Mother of all living.”  That was a confession of his faith in GOD.  God had just pronounced the sentence of death upon the race, but has also DECLARED that the womans seed would bring salvation.  
Adam believed.  He confessed by calling his wife the MOTHER OF ALL LIVING AND NOT THE MOTHER OF ALL DYING.  
It was Faith, pure and simple, instantly honored by the bank of Heaven.

Also…NOTE ADAM’S COVERING….”Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord make coats of skins and clothed them.” There in Eden, in paradise itself, blood was shed for the first time.  It was the first dramatic illustration of the ultimate cost of Calvary.  Sin is a radical disease and it calls for a radical cure.

To rescue the FALLEN PAIR…GOD not only acted in GRACE…he also acted in GOVERNMENT. (3:22-24) He drove them out of the Garden of Eden.  In the Garden of Eden, there stood a tree of life.  If Adam and Eve, in their fallen condition, had eaten of that tree, they would have lived their entire lives in their sins.  

They would have been like fallen Angels, incapable of death and forever locked into the guilt and penalty of their sin.  It would have been impossible to “renew” them to “repentence.”  GOD IN HIS GOVERNMENT did not allow this to happen.  To make sure they were kept away, an armed guard was mounted at the gate of the garden.  

No doubt, until the Flood came and altered the face of the earth, a cherub with a flaming sword stood at the gate of the garden to guard the way to the tree of life.  A flaming sword—fitting the symbol of GODS wrath against sin!

