Tuesday Teach Time
Instructor: Pastor Willie D. Brown – Senior Pastor/Teacher
~November 11, 2008~


Tonight’s LESSON is tailored to teach us how critically important it is to COME TO GOD CORRECT.  Many times do we come to GOD with a “I’m doing all I can” mentality versus “I’m doing what HE said” reality.  How many times have we grown frustrated and personally and privately proclaimed, “I don’t understand, I’m doing all I can.” Listen, in this lesson we must embrace a righteous reality check…. GOD, who the Boss for every believer….. never “asked” us to do all “WE” can because that limits HIM, he “told” us to do “what HE said.”  We don’t even know what our limits are…that’s why HE directed us to let Him do what He does because he is omniscient (all-knowing) and HE will not “TEST” us beyond that we are able to handle based of what He knows…and HE knows all.

This altered and “flesh” adjusted attitude which directly deviates from his crystal clear instructions, has gotten us in trouble since the beginning as documented in scripture and even evidenced in this episode.  
As we travel into the territory of the TEXT in yet another Chapter within this awesome book of Beginnings, GENESIS, we’re only in Chapter Four and we’ve already seen it all.  A creation, a demotion by the Divine (satan), (2) Falls (fall of satan, fall of man), an excommunication (evicted and kicked out of paradise) and despite all the craziness….GOD still finds a way to create a cure through our Christ coming with the ultimate sacrifice as a righteous remedy for redemption.  PLEASE, don’t make me shout in the introduction of the Lesson!

Let’s GO into tonight’s lesson with the Thematic (THEME) thread simply being, “How We Must Come to GOD!”  The best answer is CORRECT and the definition of the term has to always be HIS definition and never our re-definition based on our feelings, reluctances, willingness and or “personal” decision.  
The “position” of  a true child of GOD always parks of the premises of “PURPOSE” and not “PERSONAL.”  This means that we operate in the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray in Matthew, “let THY will be done..on earth as it is in Heaven.”
Point to note:  When you come CORRECT, there is no need to “create” a need to PRAY ABOUT what GOD has already TALK ABOUT and told us to be about.  Loving your enemies, enduring to the end as the race WINNER is not determined by anything else…did you finish or did you just show up…and step out, reaping and sowing (tithing), being a servant, focused on the Father and not folk (non-Kingdom stuff that takes ALL our time that we can’t even be consistent in our Spiritual Development Process), finding something GOOD to say about your Brother and Sister….always BUILD Uppers and never Tear Downers,  Gospel Spreaders and not Gossip Spreaders and Mess starters.  This is all covered in the contract which we know as the Kingdom Constitution, the WORD!

GENESIS 4:1:2……
Outside the garden, Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. (4:1).  Another first, the FIRST relations.  Cain means, “one gotten” and is derived from Eve’s joyful exclamation. “With the help of the LORD, I have brought forth a man.”  Don’t miss this MAJOR nugget in this statement, it’s not the RELATIONS which brings forth, that’s simply the “action” which takes place but the “Activation” which comes from the “fertilization” of the seed……WHICH ONLY CAN BE CEMENTED AND DONE BY GOD….is what brings FORTH the child.  

Point to note:  Eve recognizes God is the ultimate source of life and divine activity as it relates to Cain’s birth.  Many children are messed up even today as they have had to painfully be portrayed as a “mistake”, not PLANNED, and even illegitimate.  This is something which needs to be corrected and it needs to begin in the Christian community because we KNOW better and anyone who KNOWS Better should always strive to DO Better!  
This is one of the most difficult pills to swallow as a Pastor when you see folk who KNOW BETTER, have been under Biblical teaching most of their lives and the only consistency which they continue in is the consistency to “remain the same” because that’s who they “believe” and have carnally convinced themselves that’s who they are. 
The other thing to note about the BLESSING in Birth is that, “every child is a reminder that GOD has not given up on the human race,  so we read in verse 2, “Later she gave birth to his Brother Abel.” 

Abel means “vapor” or “breath” and suggests that by the time of Abel’s birth, Eve had been outside the garden long enough to realize the impact of the curse and what James references in chapter 4 and verse 14 of his book.  If you take time to continue to verse 18, we can connect the divine expectation to “DO BETTER when you KNOW BETTER”  -OR- be guilty of yet another “sin violation”.  STOP settling for who you have grown into and move toward growing INTO who GOD called you to be and requires you to be to GROW IN HIM!
NOTICE THE DIFFERENCE….despite the similarities of arrival.  Even though they have the same parents, live in the same home and have the same surroundings, they are different.  Don’t miss this….when they grow up…Abel keeps flocks but Cain works the soil. (4:2).

GENESIS 4:3-5a…

This is one of those times where formal training in Theology helps and for those who chose other career fields, it really helps to have someone who sought the theological area in order to simplify and enhance understanding in this area…in most cases…your Pastor, Bible Teacher or fellow Bible student.

In this case, it’s not written but it’s an “implied” understanding.  God had apparently given them private instructions which we were not “privy” to because God never requires in expectation that which he has not given out in “information.”

God had apparently given them HIS instructions concerning the time, place and type of sacrifices He desired.  Therefore, we find that Cain brings some of the fruits of the soil as an offering unto the Lord (4:3).  Cain is a hardworking farmer who plows, plants, cultivates and harvests.  At harvest, he comes to worship (WORSHIP INVOLVES GIVING) with the fruits of his hard work BUT Abel brings fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock (4:4a).  Fat portions are the VERY BEST parts, and the first born means he put GOD first.
Question:  DO we give GOD the very Best?  The VERY Best “portions” of our time, the VERY BEST portions of our attitude which means ultra-positive NOT negative, depressed and recruiting “company” which misery Love OR do we give GOD what’s “left” (once we’ve did all we want to do, desire to do, aim to do) as opposed to what’s right….THE BEST as it relates to amounts of personal time, personal talents, personal resources, personal attitude, etc.)  The answer can be alarming when the mirror reveals how “self centered” we are versus how Savior Focused we NEED to be.

 Look at the “offering” differences.  Cain’s offering is certainly pleasant, to be honest and say it in a way which I Know we can relate, “it’s CUTE.”  Let me borrow your creative imagination and ask GOD to enhance the episode with Divine revelation…”all kinds of fruits and vegetable perfectly positioned on the altar.  On the other hand, Abel’s is not very appealing, for it is a bloody, smelly sacrifice.
However, God looks with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering, he does not look with favor (4:4b-5a).  Why does God denounce (condemn or deny) Cain’s offering?  It is a result of hard work, and Cain is saying, “my sins aren’t so bad and good WORKS are enough.”  Don’t miss this, Cain offers GOD a salad bar, which is a monument, if you will, to PRIDE and SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS!  We know what Pride is the Prelude to…and when it arrives…JUST before the Fall.

Don’t Miss This….Cain’s offering represents all the GOOD things people try to do to justify themselves.  Rather than honoring GOD, Cain is honoring himself.

Unfortunately, there are many of Cain’s descendants, cousins and relatives bringing the wrong offering to the Lord.  Yes, they are good, moral, hard-working people who come offering their good works.  However, GOD rejects their nice offering because there is no confession (inclusive of repentance) of how bad their sins are and therefore no need for a substitute.  This is an example of what Solomon shares with us in Proverbs 14:12.
Point to Note:  The enemy (satan, devil) has no concern if you live a good  moral life, attend Sunday school, go to Church and even give your money.  He doesn’t care if you try to patronize God or even if you join the Church.  He has no concern because he knows that none of these things will give you eternal life.  The enemy does NOT care because he knows the TRUTH which Jesus spoke in His declaration found in John 14:6.

God accepts Abel’s sacrifice because he is saying to God, “Look how bad my sins are and I can do nothing to earn forgiveness.  A BLOOD SACRIFICE has to be made to pay for my sins.”  Abel is confessing he is coming to God on the basis of a sacrifice NOT his own good or his own works.  

GENESIS (4:5b-7)

It is not Cain’s offering which is not right; it is HIS heart.  So, when GOD rejects his offering Cain becomes very angry, and his face..”downcast (4:5b).  In other words, he  is ticked, heated and ready to go there.
Don’t miss this revelation…..his “attitude” reveals how shallow Cain’s commitment to the Lord really is.  If he really wanted to please the Lord, he would have humbled himself and brought the specified offering.   

Look at God’s patience, He does not “give up” on Cain, He inquires. “Why are you angry?  Why is your face downcast? (4:6).  Once again, just as He did with Adam and Eve, God begins ask questions designed to bring confession and repentance.  To make sure that there is a climate of clarity or “that Cain understands”, God says, “If you do what is right, will you NOT be accepted?  

But, if you do NOT DO what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you (the enemy’s angle…”sift like wheat”…ever present…especially when we desire to do right) BUT what does God say, “you MUST master it.” (4:7)
This makes it CLEAR that Cain KNEW the right way to come to GOD and there is no need to be angry when you KNOW…but have simply made a CHOICE to do your own thing…despite knowledge of the right thing to do.  

The PHRASE, “sin is crouching at your door” means that Cain’s “attitude”…(can’t express how much attitude determines altitude in every phase of your life) is one which will lead him into terrible sin.  Tell somebody, sometimes even MURDER.  Please note that “word weapons” have killed and continues to kill thousands.  They don’t use gun powder but GOSSIP Power.
The picture which we get from the interpretation of this text, in it’s original language translation is: “a demon waiting to ambush and control him.”  The WORD defines in depth..”powers and principalities and spiritual wickedness in high places.”  Cain had a CHOICE…he could either reject it’s desire or master it..or be led into sin.  
Point to Remember:  There are descendants of Cain in this historic year of 2008  who want to come to God on a more liberal basis and say, “God, I know what you say in your WORD, but it’s just too restrictive and too narrow.”  That’s Cain thinking.  Cain was “above” old fashioned offering; a “blood sacrifice” was too demeaning.  God was just too “narrow”.  Too many rules, restrictions.  No anyone who thinks like that….grab a mirror as we ALL have at one time or another. Look at what Jesus warned against in Matthew 7:13.

Don’t MISS This:  Cain was the FIRST person to enter the WIDE GATE and was the first “practitioner” or “first person who practiced” SALVATION BY WORKS!  In Jude 11, we are warned about going in the way of Cain, which means “refusing” to humble ourselves and coming to GOD as He demands in HIS WORD, through the cross of Christ. 
Genesis 4:8-16….THE ASSASSINATION (remember Terrible Sin?) Cain will NOT allow GOD to be his Master, so he automatically chooses to let sin be his master.  The seeds of pride, envy, and endanger come into fruition (attained or realized),  So here it is as we read, Cain says to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field” and while they were out in the field, Cain attacks and kills Abel (4:8).  

In 2008 legal definition, Cain is “guilty” of premeditated murder in the FIRST degree.  This is one of the WORST FIRSTS!  Truly GOD called it perfect early, “terrible sin”.  One son is dead and the other is a murderer, so the SEED of the serpent is QUICKLY striking at the seed of the Woman….WHY?....to attempt to sabotage the surfacing of the Savior by cutting off the seed who was prophesied to crush his head.   

Since GOD sees all and knows all , He says to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel? (4:9a).  Again, God is giving him and affording him the opportunity to confess and repent of his sins.  However, sin is always a sinking spiral and in his arrogance with “resentment”…he STILL mad and you can never AIM when you’re Angry…Cain lies and says, “I don’t know.” (4:9b). One sin ALWAYS leads to another sin and with each one, it gets progressively worse.  
NEXT….Cain asks the FIRST recorded question in the Bible.  See it, “am I my Brothers keeper?” (4:9b)  To Cain, because of sin saturation, it is a “dog-eat-dog” world.  How does Philippians 2:4 answer Cain’s question? 
Don’t MISS this!  When there is no hint of repentance, GOD can no longer speak to Cain in mercy, so GOD says, “what have you done?  Listen!  Your brothers blood cries out to me from the ground. (Gen 4:10)  BLOOD always gets GODS attention.

This means that GOD cannot let sin go unpunished, so therefore He says, “now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand (4:11).  Cain will NOT have good crops and will be forced to be a restless wanderer on the earth, living a nomadic (no place to call home) life (4:12)
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