TUESDAY TEACH TIME – LESSON ELEVEN – 25NOV08
Instructor: Pastor Willie D. Brown-Senior Pastor/Teacher

~Lesson Title: How to PLEASE God~

In our last lesson we studied the life of Cain and Abel.  From Abel we learned that we must come to GOD by way of a Blood sacrifice.  Now in Chapter 5 we come to an account of Adam’s descendants through Seth.  

At the seasoned age of 130 (Gen 5:3), Adam had a son who was named Seth.  Eight hundred years after Seth was born we read the physical fulfillment of what GOD warned in Genesis 2:17; “Adam lived 930 years, and then he died Genesis 5:5.  His son Seth lived 912 years, and then he died (5:8).

Not to bore you with a barrage of “begots”….let’s look at couple of those listed who are highlighted.  GOD chose TWO individuals from this list for his “Faith’s Hall of Fame” in Hebrews 11…Enoch and Noah.  

Tonight, let’s zoom in on Enoch.  In Hebrews 11:5… it is recorded that Enoch was one that was commended as one who PLEASED God.
Enoch is an excellent place to park because he lived a Holy life during one of the most difficult times in world history….the period just before the flood.  This is a witness which will not be warped.  It’s much easier to live “right” and “Holy” when good times, happy times and abundant times are happening…but the sign of a diligent and dedicated disciple is living up to spiritual standards when it takes effort and sustained sacrifice.

Right before the Flood, it was a time of craziness, conflicts and carnal corruption.  It has been said that it broke God’s heart.  However, in-spite of the craziness, in spite of how everybody else was acting, responding and carrying on…..”Enoch walked with God.” (Gen 5:24).

There are THREE things we should consider as we discover how to PLEASE GOD!  Enoch’s life paints a perfect picture for this WORD portrait presentation.

FIRST, Enoch had Faith in God.

One of the things we learned in our last lesson and in a sermon a few Sunday’s ago is that “religion” does not please GOD because it is essentially a system of “good works”..minus “sincere sacrifice” as we saw in Cain’s offering.  As I taught in our Sermonic moment, Jesus came at a time when religion and ritual was very popular.  Much of the “sacrificial” set-up was built around ritual and religion.  As we look at the previous process prior to the veil being rent after the death of Christ, it was outer court, inner court, altar and the veil which separated man from Holiness.  We discovered that “religion” can restrict and restrain when it’s routine and ritualistic as opposed to being REAL!
However, Enoch had such Faith that he was commended as one who pleased God (Heb. 11:5) and is listed in “Faith’s Hall of Fame.”

As Hebrews 11:6a shares, Faith is critically to “spiritual” success as it relates to “pleasing God.”

Point to ponder and note:  Notice that the text does NOT say “without Faith it is DIFFICULT to please GOD, but the WORD is crystal clear in clarity as it emphatically declared that “without” Faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to Please God.

Now the Question of the evening is: “What kind of Faith pleases God?”

Listen, it is NOT just believing in GOD; it is believing in the GOD of the Bible.  It is believing in the great creator GOD of Genesis One who spoke into everything which came to exist.  This is the FIRST STEP in pleasing GOD.

Many people KNOW OF Him but do not KNOW HIM.

SECOND, Enoch fellowshipped with God.  Enoch believed the truth which David spoke of in Psalm 139: 13-16.  Before we were born or formed in our Mother’s womb, GOD knew us.  There is no such thing as an “illegitimate child or  child who is an accident. Also, when GOD made us…we were “wonderfully” made which means GOD used his best stuff.  Whatever the circumstances of your conception, God knew us before we were born because He is a “personal” God.
Enoch believed in a personal God and twice in Genesis 5:22-24 it is recorded that Enoch “walked with God.”  Walking with God in the Bible is what we call “fellowshipping” with GOD.  To walk with GOD implies “compatability” and that’s why we find the rhetorical (a question for which no answer is expected) question is Amos 3:3.

To walk with GOD means that we must “agree”…concur with intent to comply” as it relates to what GOD says about confessing and forsaking sin.  This is critical as Isaiah 59:2 states.
This is why it’s MAJOR that we “confess” sin.  The WORD let’s us know the “benefits” which is “forgiveness”.  We cannot walk with GOD without a cleansing.  That’s why David was specific in his request to GOD, “create within me a clean heart and renew within me the right spirit”….to fellowship requires that.  Even to Worship, “those who worship Him MUST worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

“Spirit” which serves as the connector to Him…has to been “correct” in order to “connect.”

Secondly, on connecting with GOD…if we are to “fellowship” with GOD..we must maintain an “atmosphere” which will accommodate his presence…and that is a clean, pure life positioned to Praise.  He inhabits Praise and Praise is the elevator which takes us up into His presence.  Many of our prayers sound good but don’t really make sense in the way GOD communicates and operates.  

Remember Moses, he would go up on the mountain to talk to GOD…and even when Moses would go as high as he could go, God would say, “I have come down.”

Let’s talk about the critical importance of “atmosphere.”

Illustration:  Have you ever considered a “goldfish” as a friend?  You’re probably saying, “Pastor Brown must be tired tonight to ask something that crazy.”  Before you hang up on me, allow me to illustrate:
Animals can be our friends.  Some had suggested that a dog is man’s best friend because of it’s loyalty.  So, if one can have a dog for a friend, why not a goldfish?  Here it is: you can’t walk with a goldfish, you can’t sleep with a goldfish…WHY????? Because of the difference in required atmospheres.  

In the SAME WAY…we cannot have fellowship outside the atmosphere required for God’s presence.  
THIRD, Enoch followed God’s will.  God’s will for Enoch was for him to be a prophet or preacher.  We do not know how effective Enoch’s preaching was, but his purpose was to be faithful and to do what GOD called him to do, leaving the results to God.  That’s all we can do, but that is what pleases GOD.  God rewards faithfulness.  That’s HIS system…..”if you’re faithful over a few things..I’ll make you ruler over many.”  Why do you think with a principle so powerful and pertinent…MOST struggle with this more than anything in the Christian community?  Faithfulness, commitment, “hanging in there”….being “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding”…like a tree planted by the rivers of water.  Church commitment is always the FIRST one we bail out on with ease.

Examples:  On your job catching it 24/7…and you stay for 30 years….don’t even apply anywhere else…you adjust.  When it comes to CHURCH…somebody hurt your feelings…forget to mention your name…did not agree with you, pacify you or accommodate you..and “that’s why you don’t go to Church now.”  

Ever knew of…or went to a bad doctor…stop getting medical exams?  Ever encounter a nasty cashier at Aldi’s (stopped eating right), ever had a bad restaurant experience…ONLY eat at home now…..it’s simply an excuse to ease out of something you should be entering “into.”

Jude’s record of Enoch’s preaching makes it clear Enoch lived in a very ungodly time and Enoch preached there was a coming judgement of the ungodly.  For Enoch’s era, the prophecy was fulfilled in the flood.  

Don’t miss this….even in confessing of sins, “God is Faithful and Just”.  Yes, God is a God of mercy, but He is also a GOD of judgement.”

We cannot ignore that even Jesus taught more about judgment and hell than He did of “rewards” and “heaven.”

ENOCH’s Walk…..

It was not an occasional stroll, or a time passer but he consistently walked with GOD (300 years) Gen 5:22.  Enoch was in it for the long haul.  He had a concrete commitment.  

To please GOD, we must have a Faith which lasts to the finish.  The race is about “endurance” not “swift” nor “strong”…but the one who “endures” to the end.  Don’t forget, “a faith that fizzles before the finish had a flaw from the first.”  

Galatians 6:9 gives us encouragement and “benefit” if we diligently walk with GOD.  

There is only ONE WAY we can lose enthusiasm of living for God…if we lose Faith in the promise that God rewards those who earnestly seek Him (Heb. 11:6).  Are you serious in your seeking Him?  Is it tit for tat….OR…are you serious in your lifestyle, actions, commitment, consistency, decency and in order?

Finally the FINALE for his Faithfulness…..

Enoch “walked” with God and he was no more because God TOOK him away (Gen 5:24).  There are TWO MEN in the Bible who never died:
"When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away."
GENESIS 5:21-24
"As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind."
II KINGS 2:11

Hebrews 11:5 also speaks of Enoch’s “walk off.”

In closing, if you want to PLEASE GOD it all connects to Faith and Faithfulness.  Any relationship which lacks Faith in the relationship and Faithfulness to the relationship with falter and fast forward toward Fatal.

THAT’S ALL FOLK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Happy Thanksgiving and know that I LOVE YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

~Pastor Willie D. Brown-Senior Pastor/Teacher~
