TUESDAY TEACH TIME…LESSON SEVEN

Some interesting things to chew on….--Sin did NOT begin on earth…it began in Heaven.  The origin of “iniquity” or “sinfulness” did not originate in the heart of a human being.  The original source came from an “angelic being” of the highest order.
Don’t miss this…..sin entered the Garden of Eden full grown and made it’s introduction as satan disguised as a serpent.  Another interesting fact to remember:  Just three chapters from the beginning of the Bible the serpent appears for the first time; three chapters from the end of the Bible…he is seen for the last time.  The thing to remember MOST for us is….his work is seen on every page between.

The Subtlety of the Serpent (3:1-6)

The word rendered “subtle” means “wise”.  The enemy lacked in one area in competing with Eve…she had the WORD of GOD!  Eve would have won thumbs down has she stuck with the WORD, “thus saith the Lord” toward all of satans suggestions.  Before his fall, satan was known as Lucifer.  He was initially “full of wisdom” (Ezekiel 28:12)

Don’t miss this….Next to GOD, he was the most brilliant being in the universe, the highest of all created intelligences.  Now a FALLEN CREATURE, he retains wisdom but it is a “warped” wisdom which is bent and twisted by sin.  
Appeal to Eves Intellect
His plan of attack in the Garden of Eden was based on “subtlety.”  It was God’s intention that headship would be invested in Adam.  Eve was created “second” and not “first” by design of a sovereign GOD.  

HOT POINT…she was not created for HEADSHIP; her creation was built around her HEARTSHIP.  She was created to be compassionate.  The satan factor twisted the “intent” of divine order.  

Look at it….he BEGAN temptation with Eve, putting her in the place of headship, engaging her in demonically doused dialogue and a intellectual discussion about right and wrong.  

SO…THE TEMPTATION BEGAN WITH AN APPEAL TO EVE’S INTELLECT.
Satan opened the discussion with DOUBT
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--Challenged the “authorship” of God’s WORD….”Yea…hath God said”, how do you know it’s His WORD?, How do you know He said it?...after all, you weren’t even there when he said it…he didn’t even tell you direct….

--Challenged the “accuracy”….”how do you know this is an accurate “repeat” of what was originally said?, How do you know that something was NOT lost I transmission?

--Challenged the “acceptability” of God’s WORD…for the DEMANDS of God’s WORD often conflict with the DESIRES of our own desires.  Satan diluted and “redirected” her focus to the “forbidden” tree.  He made her see how pleasant it was to the eyes, how GOOD it was for food. He persuaded her to be I-N-D-E-P-E-N-D-E-N-T of GOD…which is Always Dangerous!

Satan began with a DOUBT.  Once that was installed and instilled…he followed up with a DENIAL. “Ye will not SURELY die…a DIRECT contradiction to the dialogue delivered to Adam.  The entire temptation hinged on “belief”.  Who should she believe….GOD or satan.  Creator or perpetrator?

THEN he followed up Doubt and Denial with DELUSION!

“Ye shall be AS GODS, knowing good and evil.” He was placing the same “doubting” thoughts in Eve’s mind that had got him expelled and excommunicated.  Eve threw away “innocence” for “counscious”.  This was a “miserable” bargain.

Genesis 3:6…..The Appeal to Adams Emotions

The temptation of Adam traveled along different lines.  Knowing that Adam was made to rule with his intellect, satan slanted the appeal differently to him.  He made an appeal to Adams emotions.  He did not tempt Adam at all…He let Eve do that.  
Let’s look at the steep downward slant….look at it…we see “Eve saw”…that is…her gaze was directly on the FORBIDDEN FRUIT.”  Don’t miss this….the AIM was to turn her LOOK into a LUST!  Watch out for subscribing to Temptation magazine with statements like, “ain’t no harm in looking…just because you look at the menu don’t mean you have to order…looking ain’t touching”….WATCH OUT!  Many times..there is harm in looking as “looking” is the “leading” into other things.

Think about it….in MOST cases…Temptation comes through the eyes.  Ask David when he “looked” at Bathsheba…….Tempatation OFTEN comes through the eyes.  “Eve saw….that the tree was good for FOOD (lust of the flesh), “that it was pleasant to the eyes (lust of the eyes),  and “it was a tree to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life).  Satan has been so successful with this strategy that he has used them every since in tempting mankind (1 John 2:16)

Next we see “Eve took….”.  The aim now was to turn a “desire” into a “decision”. God never coerces, and HE will not permit satan to either.  Satan can persuade, suggest…(devil MADE me do it is a LIE), he can “persuade” but not “push”. For example…even in trying to tempt Jesus (MATT 4: 1-11) …”he could “urge” Jesus to cast himself down…but he could not throw him down.”  God  respects Power of Choice and wants free moral agents who DECIDE to serve him.

THEN WE READ…..”she DID eat”….satan aim was to turn her “choice” into a “chain.”  With the very FIRST bite…she was his.  She was a sinner.  The choice had become a chain.  Her life now had a “leash”.

Finally, we read…that she “gave”.   The FINAL aim was to turn a “sinner” into a “seducer.”  That was his supreme accomplishment.  He fashioned the fallen woman into a tool to ensnare her husband. 

THE APPEAL TO ADAM’S EMOTIONS….(3:6)

The temptation of Adam proceeded along different lines.  Knowing that Adam had been created to “RULE” from his intellect, satan slanted his appeal.  He appealed to his “emotions”.  Look at it, he never tempted Adam at all…he let Eve do that.  He appealed to what was emotionally connected to him…what meant something to him…his emotional heartbeat and heart piece.
The downward dip was steep.  Look at it…We are told of “Eve” that she saw….don’t miss this…her gaze was directly FULLY FOCUSED on the forbidden fruit.  Here’s the aim…TO TURN HER LOOK INTO A LUST!  

Dismiss that deterring dialogue, “there’s no harm in looking”.  Temptation often comes from the “eyes”…comes from “looking” which “leads” to “lusting.”

Then we see that “Eve” took….the aim was to turn “desire” into “decision”.  To turn “wanting” into “possessing”.  From “singing Luther…if only for one night” to “sinking in Luther….staying the night.

She DID eat….turning the “choice” into a “chain.”  After the first bite…she was had…she was his.  Many times it’s the first bite that shifts from a sample to the entire meal.  Every had something where if you have one bite….you’re in trouble.  Okay…what about one sip?

Finally, she gave….the ultimate aim was to turn the “sinner” into a “seducer”.  Not only have you made yourself a victim…now you shift into a recruiter’s role of deputizing and victimizing others.  
HOWEVER…Adam was NOT deceived…(1 Timothy 2:14)…he sinned with his eyes WIDE OPEN.  

