TUESDAY TEACH TIME – SESSION FOUR – GENESIS

Instructor: Pastor Willie D. Brown-Senior Pastor/Teacher

Flashes from the Past of Previous Teaching…..

The “original” creation of the universe as written in Genesis 1:1 had to be followed by a “GAP” in time which included the “Fall of satan” which requires a “cross reference” to Isa. 14:12.
Therefore, with this unwritten “filler”…verse 2 is correctly translated “and the earth “became” without form and void.”  The point to scripturally substantiate this can be found in Isa. 45:18 which states, “that God did not create the earth in “vain”…(Hebrew – “without form”, so the chaotic condition of the earth was a result of a judgment rendered because of the ruin caused in the Fall.

Scriptural Support: Ezek. 28:11-19…suggests that Lucifer (satan), the highest of God’s created beings in his original, wanted to take the place of God; and this brought about judgmental action.  In addition to that, when we are scripturally introduced to satan in Genesis Chapter three where we discover the “fall of man”…he’s already at work and in business.

*******************************************

On last week….we began walking through each day.  Day one was very interesting as we noted because of the “GAP” that’s not “listed
 yet “obvious” when understanding the CHANGE from “perfect creation” in VERSE ONE  to “without form, void and dark”.  

We learned that the Hebrew word translated “day” was “yom” and it gave us the clue and glue as to why this was NOT a normal 24 hour solar day.  “Yom” is translated and references “time and age”.  After this reference, “normal” solar days apply and GOD purposely FRAMES them with the statement, “and the evening and the morning.”

We also had the opportunity to note the FIRST recorded words of GOD in Genesis 1:3……”Let there be Light”…and there was Light.
DAY TWO…..(1:6-8)..God separated the “atmosphere” waters from the “terrestrial” or “land” waters by creating an “expanse” or “space and distance.” Now GOD has created light, atmosphere, clouds and earthly bodies of water.

DAY THREE (Gen. 1:9-13)  Here…GOD separates the land masses from the oceans.  David describes in Psalms 104: 7-9. In Verse 11…God commands the “land to produce vegetation.”  Also, we noted in the command that everything directed to produce was directed to produce “according to its kind.”

DAY FOUR…Gen. 1:14-19….GOD said, “let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night. (verse 14a).  As a result, the sun, moon and stars began to give light on earth and to govern the day and the night, and God saw it was good and it was good for man (1:15-18)

We noted two light questions and possible answers…see last weeks notes.

DAY FIVE…Gen 1:20-23…..”When Life Began”…..After creating everything necessacary to sustain animal life, GOD created the great creatures of the sea….(1:21).  Animals were NOT the result of a protoplasmic catastrophe…BUT…simply…”GOD SPOKE and marine life and birds came into being.  This is the first time creatures (NEPHESH, neh-fesh) are mentioned.  This word refers to “consciousness or psychological life.  Great creatures probably referred to dinosaurs.

DAY SIX (Gen. 1:24-31) On the last day…the wild animals, livestock and creatures which move along the ground according to their kinds. (1:25)  Don’t miss this, God “made” the wild animals whereas in VERSE 21…he “created” the air and marine animals.  

ALSO….ON THE SIXTH DAY…God said, “let us make man in our image, likeness and let THEM rule over the fish, birds and over the creatures which move along the ground” (1:26)  

Don’t miss this…”Let US….indicates the TRINITY…which will flow into the “TRI-UNITY” of man.

What does it mean to be “created in the image of GOD?”  Image…does not refer to appearance but “likeness” in nature.  Humans are made up of three parts: body, soul and spirit.  

The word “soul” (Psuche) is the Greek word from which we get our English words “psyche” and “psychology.  It refers to “mind, emotions and will…psychological life.  
The word “spirit” (pneuma) refers to the spiritual part, the part which makes us like God.

All life can be divided into three parts: plant, animal and human.  Plants have a body but no soul or spirit.  They have no intellect, emotion or will.  However, “animals” have a “soul” (Psuche) and therefore dogs can be angered and taught to retrieve a bone.  

However, there is something that makes humans “distinctively different” from a dandelion or a dog, and that is our spirits.  It is our spirits which make us “seek” God.  We commune with GOD through our spirits.

How did Jesus confirm this in John 4:24?

Because plants and animals do not have a spirit, you will never see them praying or going to Church.  The desire to seek God simply does not exist in their being.  
God created us to fellowship with HIM.  How does Proverbs 20:27 reveal that GOD speaks to us through our spirits?

God speaks to us through our spirits.  He speaks to us “primarily” through the Word of GOD, which is the only thing that is able to penetrate our being even to dividing soul and spirit (Hebrews 4:12). It is through our spirits that GOD gives us moral consciousness, so that the Holy Spirit can convict us.  

God designed Salvation in three parts to redeem the entire person, body, soul and spirit.  
The first, called “regeneration” or being born again…saves our spirits instantly..the moment we commit to Christ and His sacrifice.

The “second” called “sanctification” redeems our “soul, our mind, emotions and will as read and live the WORD of GOD.

The final part is Glorification and occurs at the resurrection described in Philippians 3:21.

God created them male and female (Gen 1:27) and Blessed them…commanding them: “be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  

In all the rest of creation the word create “bara” is used only twice (1:1 & 21)), but it is used “THREE” times in reference to MAN.  It is as though GOD is putting an exclamation mark to indicate how SPECIAL we are. God “created” the spirit and “made” the body
********************************

THE GARDEN OF EDEN…….(GENESIS 2:1-17)
Note we find the FIRST SABBATH, FIRST GARDEN, FIRST LAW and the FIRST MARRIAGE!

After the six days of creation were completed, God “rested” on the 7th day.  Was he tired?  Did he close his eyes and take a nap?  No!  He was satisfied with what He created and like a lawyer, “He rested His case.”  God did not “rest” because He as weary because GOD does not get weary….(Psalms 121:4)
GOD blessed the 7th day and made it HOLY, because on it he rested from all of the creating He had done. (2:3) 

Don’t miss this…Here is the “cure” for restlessness.  We only find “rest” when our lives are complete and that which we are doing is good.  GOD created us for fellowship with HIM…so when we are out of fellowship with HIM, our souls are restless and we tire from “seeking” rest from the comforts of this world.  

See the scriptural “relief” Jesus gives in St. Matthew 11:28.

Genesis 2:4 refers to the beginning in Genesis Chapter 1.  Here it introduces a more detailed account with MAN as central focus.  The phrase in verse 5 refers to the 3rd day of creation. (1:10) when dry land appeared.  Also, clouds covered the earth, and the sun was not yet “visible” from the earth.  There was no rain, but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground (2:6) and then the land produced vegetation (1:12)

In Chapter one we found that God created man in his own image (1:27).  Now we read that the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breathe of life and man became a living being (2:7).

The word “formed” refers to the work of a potter who fashions from clay.  The “Hebrew” word for man is ADAM.  Though GOD made man “in his image”, as a spiritual being, we were made physically like other creatures.  Our bodies did not come from Heaven but we were made from the dust of the ground.  

Because of the FALL…..Eccl. 3:20 reminds us of the sad, somber fact concerning our bodies.  

Now the LORD GOD had planted a garden in the east, in Eden, and there he put the man he had formed (GEN 2:8).  
Biblical History can be summarized into FOUR gardens:

Garden of Eden (where sin entered), Garden of Gethsemane (where Christ yielded to earthly death), Calvary (where he died and was buried) and the heavenly paradise in Revelation 21)

The Garden of Eden was a real place in the east, somewhere between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers….in what today is Iraq.

Let’s break it down…the COMELINESS (pleasing, attractive)

Contained all kinds of trees which were pleasing to the eye. (2:9)

God showed His Love for beauty and splendor in the Garden of Eden.  

CONDITIONS….The beautiful trees produced delicious fruit that was GOOD FOR FOOD (2:9a).  Also, in the middle of the garden was the Tree of Life (2:9).  The “Tree of Life” is only mentioned 7 times in the Bible, three times in Genesis (2:9, 3:22 and 24) and FOUR times in the Book of Revelation (2:7; 22:2, 14, 19) when we are again permitted to partake of its fruit.  The fruit of this tree apparently halted the aging process, thus giving eternal life. 
CONCEPT:  God’s purpose for the garden was to take the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it (Gen 2:15).  The garden gave man a mission, in life, which was to work and care for it.

Question: If it was suppose to be “paradise” why would he need to work?  Adam was created in the image of GOD.  
In Genesis, each time GOD did something…he simply spoke and it happened.  GOD had Voice Command.

That’s it…in the Garden of Eden, Adam worked with WORD POWER!  He did not toil and sweat.  Let’s verify this…from Genesis 3:19a….we learn it was a part of the “curse” as a “result” from the Fall.  

Before the Fall, Adam and Eve could also communicate with the animals (3:1-3).  Because of sin, man lost his power of the spoken word.

Having looked at the comeliness, conditions and concept…let’s now look at the choice.  

CHOICE…..GOD wanted man to be a free moral agent and to CHOOSE to have fellowship and obey HIS WORD.  Therefore, in the middle of the Garden of Eden..GOD PLACED the tree of knowledge and the Tree of good and evil (2:9)

Out of all the abundance and splendor….GOD made one stipulation and one prohibition.  He commanded the MAN, “you are free to eat from any tree in the garden, but you must NOT eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil “ (2:16-17).  GOD offered Adam a choice.  A moral person must have the “option” to do evil.  A robot or computer cannot be called “moral” because they lack the “option” to disobey.  
The Tree of knowledge symbolized the authority of GOD, to eat of these trees meant to disobey GOD and incur the penalty of death.

THE CAUTION….Clear warning….for the consequences of disobedience…”for when you eat of it…you will surely die.” (GEN 2:17)  
