Tuesday Teach Time ~ March 3, 2009 ~ Snap Shot…….

The story of the Bible…. Story of God creating the world and then making himself available to the people of the world which he made.  It’s simply a straight line from GOD’s heart to OURS.
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND….WHY?...HERE ARE SOME REASONS

--Written in another culture, at another time and in another language

    Translating it from Greek and Hebrew is massive.  Translating it from ancient culture to our present culture can be even more difficult.  One of the things we cannot forget is….BOTH of these involve understanding the truth as it is significant to the time and culture and THEN translating it to today.  This is one of the greatest challenges and that is why Bible Study…with Bible Understanding….and Biblical explanation is critical.

UNDERSTANDING THIS  IS VERY IMPORTANT because…..when we look at the Bible as simply a book being written in a different place, time, language…it causes us to erroneously see it as separate from real life and irrelevant to out lives. THIS IS DEFINITELY NOT THE CASE!

The issues that Bible WRITERS were addressing are still the fundamental issues which BIBLE READERS are facing today.  What are they?  Where did we come from?  Where are we going?  How do we survive on the way? How do we relate to our creator? (In Spirit and In Truth)  Why do wicked people get ahead?  Why does life seem unfair? (Favor ain’t fair…it’s just forwarded based on the pleasure of the Father)  How can we make a difference in the world?  What matters in the big scheme of things?

This is what makes the Bible Special.  God addresses all of the issues..some listed above and some not…through stories, parables, passages, sermons, songs, visions and poems.  
We witness the actual experiences of people who were trying to connect with GOD and survive in life.  

If we pay attention to what GOD says to those writers and through those writers…it is totally relevant in ANY place, time and language.  

Here it is…IT’S ABOUT BUILDING A RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR CREATOR AND FACING LIFE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THAT RELATIONSHIP.  IT IS ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THAT YOUR LIFE FITS INTO THE GRAND SCHEME…AND THAT WE ARE NEVER UNHEARD OR UNSEEN.

This is WHAT makes the BIBLE unique and powerful.

STORY OF THE BIBLE….The Bible is made up of Sixty-Six Books….but it’s really ONE STORY…a Master plan.

SHORT VERSION…GOD CREATED an ideal world and placed people in it.  He gave them the CHOICE to build a relationship with him or not.  The FIRST PEOPLE messed this up pretty good.  Adam and Eve had a choice and they chose a choice the opposite of the things which were allowed.  In sports….they stepped out of bounds!

THEN…humanity started over again.  Noah and his family became the only survivors of a worldwide catastrophic flood.  Noah’s descendants had the same CHOICE, to build a relationship with GOD or not.  Within only a few generations, they were in a mess AGAIN!

GOD still remained intent on building a relationship with the people of the world.  He is indeed a GOD of chances and unlimited mercies.  This time….he established a contract like…covenant agreement with a man name Abraham.  Abraham promised to cherish and obey GOD…AND to teach his family to do the same.  

GOD made a promise to give Abraham many descendants.  He even promised that FROM those descendants would come the Messiah, the one who would give his own life on behalf of humanity.  That man was Jesus in human form.
Jesus lived and died and lived again.  When He left our world, He left behind the message that having a relationship with God requires Faith…rather than perfection, on our part.  He left behind a group of people who were supposed to keep His message going.  He left behind a promise that He would come again  and eternal life would be the benefit of the relationship.  That’s the story of the Bible in short form.
Now, the not so short version….

Bible opens with the creation story.  God created the world, everything in it including two people, Adam and Eve.  He created a Garden called Eden.  There was one rule…one guideline….not to eat of one CERTAIN TREE. 

Don’t miss this…the guideline was not so much the tree or what grew on it….(which by the way was never confirmed as an apple).  The importance of that guideline was the choice to either walk WITH God in Obedience or to walk their own way…which is ALWAYS disobedience.  This is major as the WORD makes it clear, “obedience is better than sacrifice.”

From the beginning, GOD has asked HIS people to show their Love and Devotion through their obedience.  Adam and Eve chose to walk their own way and that’s why they lost their way.  

Adam and Eve had children.  Did they ever have children…remember the Cain and Abel fiasco?  Their children had children, who had children, who had children, and so on. Each generation ignored GOD more than the Generation before.  Of Adam and Eve’s descendants, one of the most notable was Noah.

This is one of the major turning points.  By the time of Noah, God regretted even making people (Genesis 6:6) Noah was the ONE guy of the population who had any concern whatsoever about his RELATIONSHIP with GOD.  God gave humanity another opportunity through Noah.  Relationship will lead to RISE or RUPTURE.  

 A flash to the past…a worldwide flood destroyed everything on earth except the animals and the people who moved into Noah’s ark.  After the waters receded….the world started over.  This time it was: Mr. Noah, Mrs. Noah, their three sons, and the three sons wives.  

Noahs children had children, who had children, who had children and so on.  Unfortunately, the world did NOT get a whole lot better.  God gave humanity yet another opportunity..this time…making a promissory agreement with a man by the name of Abraham.  God promised Abraham He would give him many descendants and of those descendants would come the Messiah.  
WHAT WAS HUGE ABOUT THIS is that the Messiah would render a remedy for relief…pardon possibility for the penalty imposed by Sin due to Adam and Eve.

Abraham’s part of the promise was that neither he nor his descendants would take their relationship with GOD lightly and that they would show a sign of their commitment which at that time was circumcision.  It was from this agreement that the people we call the Jews or Hebrews descended.  The Hebrews are Abraham’s descendants.

Abraham had a son, who had twin sons.  One of those twins (whose name “Jacob” was changed to “Israel”) had twelve sons.  Those twelve sons were the twelve patriarchs of the twelve tribes of Israel.  The all moved their families to Egypt during the time of famine, and it was THERE out of an “extended family” and into a “great nation.”

Most of the Old Testament is made up of the history of the descendants of these 12 sons. Eventually they became a nation of slaves in Egypt.  Once again look at GOD…what appeared to be a FLUKE was actually FAVOR as a Hebrew baby named Moses escaped slavery and was raised in the Kings (Pharaoh’s) palace.  Moses grew up and led a GOD-SPONSORED rebellion, helping his people escape from Egypt.  

The PLAN was to lead his people back to the land which Abraham had settled, way back when.  That land was called Israel (after one of Isaac’s twin sons), or you might have heard it referred to as the Promise Land.  

The first half (roughly) of the Old Testament is all about God’s following through on the promise agreement which He made with Abraham; first in Abraham’s backyard, then in Egypt, then in the desert, then in their New Land.  The rest of the Old Testament really revolves around Israel’s struggle to worship GOD and only GOD.

Look at the breakdown….The HISTORICAL BOOKS describe Israel’s struggle with idolatry,  then with keeping their land, then with returning to their homes after being taken as prisoners to other lands.  The BOOKS OF WISDOM are the truths which carried them through all those times.  The BOOKS OF PROPHECY record sermons and visions regarding Israel’s unfaithfulness and the bad things which were a result of it.  The books also prophesied of the coming of the Messiah who would deliver them from their “physical” and “Spiritual” slavery.  

Forty years later, through miracles….mishaps and misunderstandings, the Hebrews finally reached the land.  You guessed it right, the land had ALREADY been settled by other people.  Even today in 2009, there  conflicts in that area (the middle east) about land ownership.  Under the leadership of a man named Joshua, the Hebrews set out to reclaim the land.  

Don’t miss this….God warned them, actually, to make everyone else leave the land.  The Hebrews did reclaim the land, but they didn’t make everyone leave.  That’s very important to remember.  The reason the Jewish people were suppose to run everyone else out of the land is because everyone else worshiped idols of some kind.  

Don’t forget…during all this transition GOD had given the Jewish people the Ten Commandments, which began with, “thou shalt have no other GODS before me.”  This was simply HUMAN NATURE…once you allow idol GODS in….eventually you are influenced by it.  That’s why you restrict some things in your life, house, ears, personal space.

That was the problem.  The Hebrews kept getting their Worship mingled in with the idol worship around them.  The more they did this…the weaker they because.  You cannot stay in association with poisonous personalities and not get poisoned.  If  you allow them to deliver trash, you eventually become a fellow trash can.  Things that are not NIPPED early will kill you later.  

As they became weaker politically and spiritually, they became prey for surrounding nations.  More than ONE Vision leads to Division.  The kingdom eventually divided into TWO kingdoms.  The southern Kingdom was Judah and it’s capital was Jerusalem.

All during this part of Hebrew history, the prophets cried out to their people to turn back to GOD and let Him protect them from their enemies.  Unfortunately, eventually both kingdoms..the Northern and Southern of Israel were defeated and taken away from their land into exile. The Prophets continued to call out to them even while they were in captivity ASKING THEM to become WHOLEHEARTED ABOUT their relationship to GOD.

Finally, as they started returning and rebuilding, the prophets were there reminding them to REFRAIN from  making the same mistakes again.  
The BEST PART…..All the way through the Old Testament, from the FIRST TIME Adam chose his way to the LAST time the ancient Jews built the temple, there was GOD’S PROMISE.  The promise ALWAYS started with an understood, “One Day”.

In the Garden of Eden, this promise was to the serpent: One Day…”he will crush your head” (Genesis 3:15).  Later this promise was to Abraham: One Dau…”all people on the earth will be Blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3).  Later, the promise came through the prophets: One Day…”the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin shall be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).

Closing….All the way through the story so far…there was the PROMISE of one coming who would fix what had been broken when people chose their own way as opposed to GOD’s way.  That’s what Jesus is all about.  The OLD TESTAMENT asked a question: How can we be right with GOD since we’ve chosen our OWN way?  The New Testament answered it: through the Grace of God given through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK!
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