~Tuesday Teach Time – March 17, 2009~

~New Testament Breakdown~
The New Testament is referred to as our “redemption” opportunity.  To place this in perspective, think of a “coupon”.  Many times we save coupons which are “redeemed” at the counter for credit towards “total” purchase.  Basically, the coupon alone is a simple 2X3 piece of slick paper.  What gives the coupon worth is the “manufacturers” seal which guarantee’s the “amount” listed.  Because of sin, all of humanity had a price which could “never” be paid with out a “redeemable” coupon which could only be produced on CALVARY by the shedding of Blood.  The WORD of God was crystal clear that, “without the shedding of BLOOD, there could be no “remission” of sin…so Jesus died and returned that the manufacturer’s seal would secure and “guarantee” the restoration of the relationship which sin “had” ruined.

The WORD of GOD is our “path” to the judgment counter and the “redeemable” coupon needed for FULL PURCHASE which we could never “earn” by only “by Grace and through Faith.”

The New Testament is the redemption “road” revelation and sacrifice situation that led to my SALVATION.  Let’s look at the details of this pavement and path in a breakdown of the New Testaments.

Tonight we will do the structural frame and then dive into the details of the “categories” which the New Testament can be divided into.

Here we go………………

The New Testament can be broken down and explained in the following format.  This makes it much easier to understand, flow, follow and interesting.  

--Gospels (4) ….Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

--Acts (1) Book

--(21) Letters and Epsitles

--(1) Revelation

Total: 27
The Gospel’s……… 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are collectively known as the gospels. The word "gospel" comes from an Old English word that meant "good tale" or "good news." 

Today the word "gospel" is used to describe the 4 New Testament books that present the life of Christ. 

In a general sense, gospel is also used to describe the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Indeed, the story of Jesus is good news! 

Gospel of Matthew 
Matthew presents Jesus as the promised Messiah, the King of the Jews. Matthew contains five great collections of Jesus' teachings. 

Author 
Matthew was a Jew, hired by Rome to collect taxes in Capernaum. He was also known as Levi. Jesus called him to be an apostle. 
Matthew was probably wealthy. He hosted a great feast for Jesus. See Luke 5:27-32 and Matthew 9:9-13. 

Audience 
Matthew was written to Jews who were familiar with Old Testament prophecy. Jewish customs were not explained in this gospel. Matthew often mentioned the Law of Moses. 


King of the Jews 
Matthew was written to convince Jews that Jesus was the promised Messiah. The book opens with a genealogy to prove that Jesus was an heir to King David. 

Matthew's birth narrative contains five prophecies that were fulfilled. 

Arranged for Memorization 
When Matthew was written, people often memorized scripture. Matthew arranged his material so that it was easy to remember. 
Groups of threes and of sevens are often used in Matthew. For example, there were 3 gifts, 3 temptations, 7 parables, and 7 woes. See chapters 2, 4, 13, and 23. 

Handbook of Teachings 
Matthew is a handbook on the teachings of Jesus. It contains five collections of teachings concerning the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Kingdom's law, mission, mysteries, greatness, and future can be respectively found in chapters 5-7, 10, 13, 18, and 24-25. 


Gospel of Mark 
Mark is a fast-paced gospel that portrays Jesus as the powerful, suffering servant of God. 

Mark shows that Jesus taught with authority, as affirmed by the miracles He performed. Jesus' life of service was completed when He sacrificed Himself on the cross. 

Author 
Mark traveled with his cousin Barnabus and with Paul. Peter and Paul favorably mentioned him. He was known as Mark (Latin) and John (Hebrew). 

Audience 
The book of Mark was probably written for Romans. Mark often explained Jewish words, customs, and places. He used Roman time rather than Hebrew time. And he translated some words into Latin. 

Fast-Paced Gospel 
Mark is a compact, action-oriented gospel. Mark omits the birth and genealogy of Jesus, and moves straight into His baptism and ministry. 

The teaching passages in Mark seem condensed when compared to other gospels 

The Visual Gospel 
Mark has a modern, factual reporting style. He writes in the present tense, and often uses the word "immediately." Mark is a visual gospel, full of colorful descriptions. For example, when Jesus fed the 5000, the people sat on "green grass" (Mark 6:39). 

Gospel of Emotion 
Along with visual details, Mark recorded emotions and gestures. 
For example, Jesus was "moved with compassion" and "touched" a leper (Mark 1:41). The rich young ruler "ran" and "knelt" before Jesus who "loved" him (Mark 10:17-22). 

Did You Know? 
Early Christian scholars believed that Peter influenced Mark's account. In scripture, Peter referred to Mark as "my son" (1st Peter 5:13). 
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