When Enough is Enough…..Genesis 7: 1-24
This is one of the most “chilling” yet one of the most “assuring” Chapters in the Bible.  For 120 years, Noah labored, building the Ark and preaching “repentance”…being remorseful, feeling bad for “real”…not just “acting” sorry but “being” sorry..with a heart to correct and change.

God’s Grace was exhausted.  He was tired of trying, giving Man an opportunity to receive the Love.  It was time…the last tree had been cut down, the last time put in place, and the last portion of God’s patience.  Now we see 3 things…
#1~The Loyalty of Noah (7:1-11)

After waiting 12 decades for the people to repent…God gives the command communicated in (7:1).

Don’t miss this…Noah was in the Ark as we are “In” Christ.  More than 60 times in the New Testament, believers are referred to as “being IN Christ.”  Noah may have slipped and fallen IN the Ark, but he never fell “OUT.”  In the same way, we slip and fall, “backslide” IN Christ, but we never fall “out”.  We have Eternal Sercurity….once saved…always saved.  Judas did not Lose his Salvation…he never had it.
For those who “fall”…simply make sure “active” is replaced with “former” or “ex” on your resume.  When we’re truly saved…we understand that “all” have sinned…so “if” we  confess our sins, He’s faithful and Just to forgive US of our sins.”  Remember, all of us may, and hopefully “sin less” but there was only one who was “sin-less” and qualified to be a substitute for penalty.  

God tells Noah to take 7 of every kind of clean animal and bird (7:2-3).  Why “clean” animals…what difference does it make?  The clean animals would be  necessary for future food and sacrifice (see 8:20 and 9:3).  God tells Noah and his family to go into the ark 7 days. (7:4)  Don’t miss this, the Number 7 represents God’s Number of completion.

Go into the ark 7 days BEFORE the rain starts to fall.  For Seven Days, “do you see the matchless mercy of God which is still present”….7 more days and the door “remains” open for anyone to enter.  
Don’t miss this…God never coerces…He wants us to choose, make a “choice.  He never coerces, he invites.  Sadly, just as I do on Sunday in going all out in appeal…no one accepts the Invitation.

During these 7 days the animals, male and female, came to Noah, entered the Ark, and then the Floodwaters  came.  (7:9-10)  What does Verse 11 reveal:  Two types of Flood Waters:  From up top…and below..
Don’t Miss this…there is evidence now that much of the water in the oceans was once beneath the Earth’s crust.  For the water to come to the surface means there were violent Earth Quakes that would go off the Richter scale.  After the LOYALTY OF NOAH….

The Security of the Lord….(7:12-16)

Hot Teaching Point….we see the “Protection” of the Lord in the names of God used in this section.  Genesis 6:22 says, “Noah did everything just as God commanded him. But in the very next verse (7:1) we read, “The Lord then said to Noah, and in 7:5 the name for God used, is also Lord.  Then we read in 7:16, “then The Lord shut him in.”  What’s up with this?  Why is God called by different names?

The Hebrew name for God in Genesis One is “Elohim” pronounced (L-oh-Heem) which reveals the powerful “Creator” God…”bara”…something from nothing.

In Genesis Two, we are introduced to the name “Lord”, which comes from the Hebrew name “Jehovah” and means “He which is or He who is present”

Often in the Bible, the name “Elohim” is used for God when He is dealing with animals and the physical universe. (7:8-9)

The Hebrew name “Elohim” is translated “God”. When you see the word “God” in the OT it is from the Hebrew word “Elohim”.
However, when God is dealing with people, the word LORD (in all capitals letters) are used, which is how the name “Jehovah” is translated.  The story of Noah is a good illustration of the different uses of God’s names.  

When God was dealing with the animals the name “God” or “Elohim” is used, but it was the LORD “Jehovah” who spoke to Noah and shut him in the ark.

Don’t Miss This….The use of different names reveals Gods relationship with His people is different from His relationship with “all” the rest of His creation.  Only man was made in His likeness and image.

Noah and his family were totally secure in the ark because the “LORD”, not Noah, shut the door.  Yes, the rains would come, the floods would rage, but nothing would harm those who had been sealed in the ark by “Jehovah”.

How does Romans 8:38-39 illustrate and reiterate this truth?

Like Noah…we are secure in our ark, Christ.  However, what about those on the outside looking in?  Once the rain began to fall, oceans of water burst from beneath the earth.  Noah may have wanted to open the door for folks…but could not because of the fact found in Revelation 3:7c.
Noah was probably sad when judgment came but he knew he had done all he could for 120 years.  When judgment comes for your loved one, will you be able to say..you were passionate and persistent about their placement in eternity?  Make sure..you are not guilty of omission toward the Great Commission of Matthew 28.
~STOP…..START HERE NEXT WEEK~
The FINALITY OF THE JUDGMENT…(7:17-24)

God’s Grace is not without end, for God has already warned, “My Spirit will not content with man forever.” (6:3)

Garden of Eden, first two children, crazy world, Second chance…”talk to the hand God…” destroys the world and starts afresh.

After the LORD shut Noah and his family in the ark, God is not mentioned again in Chapter Seven.  It appears that God withdrew His protective presence in nature and the awesome fury of the flood was unleashed.  God has to turn away from Sin/Death…and sometime it leads to a “forsaken” moment.

When God destroys the world again, will not be by a flood. How is the final destruction described and where is it found?  2 Peter 3:10

Don’t Miss this….When God withdraws His protection…all “Hell” truly does break loose..the “state” and in the end..”the place.”

God did not go back on His Word to Noah and He will not go back on His words about judgment in the New Testament.  

After judgment, only Noah and those with him in the ark were left.  The water remained high for 150 days (Gen 7:23-24).  The same god who opens and closes doors during this day of grace makes what promise through His Son in Luke 11:10?

When judgment comes, the door of opportunity for Salvation will be closed by God, and no one can open it.  If you don’t know Jesus, you will be destroyed.  It’s imperative we live a 2 Peter 3:11 life.
The Loyalty of God, security of the Lord and the Finality of Judgment reminds us of what happens when God’s patience runs out.  

Next week Chapter 8…When God Seems Silent……

Don’t Give Up~Be Perceptive~Be Patient~Praise Him when it’s over….
