Here’s the BREAKDOWN of the OLD Testament….

The Law…Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Synopsis: Believed to be authored by Moses himself, these books tell about the beginning of the world and the Jewish nation.  They tell history through stories.  They also provide guidelines for life and Worship.  They are a mixture of narratives and instructions.  

These books (also referred to as the Pentateuch or Torah) are the basics for the Hebrew faith.

******************

History..Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther.

Synopsis: These books tell TRUE stories of historical events.  They span the time FROM when the Hebrews “re-entered” Israel after leaving Egypt, through the divided kingdom and the exile into Babylon and Assyria, and then until the Hebrews re-entered Jerusalem after their exile.

***********************

Wisdom Books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon..

Synopsis: The books are more experiential.  Some are stories, but they are not from an informational point of view as much as a “dealing with life” point of view.  They are referred to as the wisdom literature or as Jesus referred to them as “the writings.”

***********************

Prophetic Books: First Five are “MAJOR”Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel

Synopsis: The prophets were the philosophers of the day, the street preachers, if you will.  They were the Billy Grahams of the ancient Hebrew world.  They told it like it was.  They also told it the way it “would be” when Christ came many years later.

Even though they did “future telling”, they were not like “fortune tellers or psychics.”  They spoke about the future for the purpose of their people having HOPE and living GODLY lives within that hope.

The Prophetic Books are divided into two categories.  The FIRST FIVE books are the books by the “major” prophets.  Understand, it is NOT so much because they were GREATER than others…it’s simply that their writings were longer than others and we know MORE about them.

Last 12 are “MINOR”:

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.
Synopsis: These books are referred to as the “minor” prophets because their lives were more obscure and their writings were shorter.  
