~TUESDAY TEACH TIME – OCTOBER 28, 2008~
OPENING PRAYER

REVIEW:  AS PROMISED ON LAST WEEK…WE WILL BEGIN AT THE PORTION OF OUR SESSION WHICH SEVERAL STUDENTS SOUGHT MORE CLARITY ON THE PROPHETIC PORTION OF THE PASSAGE FOUND IN GENESIS 3: 14.
PRIOR TO THAT…WE ENTER THE GARDEN OF EDEN BLAME GAME…INVOLVING THE THREE MAIN CHARACTERS OF THE SERPENT, ADAM AND EVE.  WE DISCOVERED THAT SATAN’S SECRET STRATEGY FOR LEADING US INTO SIN HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THE GARDEN OF EDEN.  

NEW POINT TO NOTE: AFTER LEADING ADAM AND EVE TO VIOLATE GOD’S COMMAND..WE READ: “THEN THE MAN AND HIS WIFE HEARD THE SOUND OF THE LORD AS HE WAS WALKING IN THE GARDEN IN THE COOL OF THE DAY…(3:8).  CONSIDER THIS….BASED ON THIS FRAME PRESENTED….THIS APPEARS TO BE A DAILY TIME OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.  HOW DOES THIS CONNECT WITH WHAT WE LEARNED LAST WEEK?

ANSWER:  THIS IS WHAT IS CALLED A “THEOPHANY”, WHICH MEANS THAT GOD CLOTHED HIMSELF IN HUMAN FORM SO HE WOULD BE VISIBLE TO HUMANS.

AFTER THAT…WE SAW THE “ARRAIGNMENT”….WHEN THEY HIDE…GOD CALLS TO ADAM, “WHERE ARE YOU? (3:9)  HE’S STILL HOLDING ADAM ACCOUNTABLE SINCE HE RECEIVED THE ORIGINAL INSTRUCTIONS.  DON’T MISS THIS…GOD KNOWS WHAT THEY HAVE DONE BECAUSE HE IS “OMNISCIENT: WHICH MEANS “ALL-KNOWING”, BUT HE WANTS TO GIVE THEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONFESS AND REPENT OF THEIR SINS.  THIS IS THEIR “HEARING” OR THEIR “ARRAIGNMENT.” 

POINT TO NOTE: GOD ONLY ASKS QUESTIONS WHEN HE IS TRYING TO GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY TO “CONFESS”…BECAUSE “IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS…HE’S FAITHFUL AND JUST TO FORGIVE US OF OUR SINS.”  

SECONDLY: GOD ASKS QUESTIONS TO BRING REPENTENCE WITH THE CONFESSION.

AFTER THE ARRAIGNMENT…COMES THE JUDGEMENT (3:14-21).  WHAT’S INTERESTING IS THAT GOD HAS NO DISCUSSION AND ASKS NO QUESTIONS OF THE SERPENT AS HE DOES WITH ADAM AND EVE.  INSTEAD, HE SAYS TO THE SERPENT, “BECAUSE YOU HAVE DONE THIS, CURSED ARE YOU ABOVE ALL THE LIVESTOCK AND ALL THE WILD ANIMALS.  YOU WILL CRAWL ON YOUR BELLY AND YOU WILL “EAT DUST” ALL THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.” (3:14)
WHY DOES GOD ASK THE SERPENT NO QUESTIONS AND REFUSE TO ENTER INTO ANY DISCUSSION WITH HIM? READ JOHN 8:44.
BREAKDOWN OF THE CURSE….

FIRST PART OF THE CURSE IS ON FOR BEING AN “ACCESSORY” IN THE TEMPTATION.  CAN YOU IMAGINE THE FEAR AND HORROR TO WATCH SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL IN its ORIGINAL STATE…WHICH POSSIBLY HAD WINGS, COULD FLY OR WALKED UPRIGHT BE TERRIFYINGLY TRANSFORMED INTO THE CRAWLING, HISSING AND FRIGHTENING CREATURE WE KNOW TODAY AS A “SNAKE.”  THEY MUST HAVE BEEN PETRIFIED AS TO WHAT THEY HAD COMING.
SATAN, IN HIS DISGUISE OF A SERPENT, PROBABLY THOUGHT BY PERSUADING THE FIRST COUPLE TO TRUST HIS WORD RATHER THAN GODS WORD….HE WOULD HAVE WON THEIR ALLEGIANCE AND ALL OF THEIR FORTHCOMING DESCENDANTS.  WRONG ANSWER!!!!!!!!

THE ENEMY THOUGHT THAT ADAM AND EVE WOULD BE ‘ALLIES” IN HIS WAR AGAINST GOD.  INSTEAD…GOD SAYS, “I WILL PUT ENMITY (DEEP SEATED-MUTUAL HATRED) BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN YOUR OFFSPRINGS AND HERS…”(3:15)

HERE’S THE MEANING…..THERE WILL BE A  “PERPETUAL” (LASTING AN ETERNITY, ENDLESS, ON-GOING) STRUGGLE BETWEEN SATANIC FORCES AND HUMANKIND.

HOT POINT TO NOTE: THIS IS THE FIRST PROPHECY IN THE BIBLE FOR SALVATION POSSIBILITY…”HE WILL CRUSH YOU HEAD AND YOU WILL STRIKE HIS HEEL (3:15).  THIS IS REFERRED TO AS “THE FIRST GOSPEL”.  THE GOSPELS REFER TO MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOHN…THE “GOSPEL” SINGULAR REFERS TO GODS PLAN OF SALVATION WHICH CAN BE WRAPPED UP IN DEATH, BURIAL AND RESSURRECTION.  

ALSO:  THIS IS THE FIRST “REFERENCE” TO THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST.  GOD IS BASICALLY SAYING TO THE SERPENT, “IT WAS THROUGH WOMAN THAT YOU BROUGHT SIN INTO HUMANITY AND IT WILL BE “THROUGH” A WOMAN, NOT A MAN, THAT I WILL BRING ONE INTO THE WORLD WHO WILL CRUSH YOUR HEAD.”

NOW, THE PROPHECY, “YOU WILL STRIKE HIS HEEL MEANS SATAN WILL GRIEVOUSLY INJUR E HIM.  
DON’T MISS THIS….SATAN’S STRIKE BEGAN AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS WHEN HEROD ORDERED THE KILLING OF ALL CHILDREN UNDER THREE IN BETHLEHEM, SO MARY AND JOSEPH HAD TO FLEE TO EGYPT.  IT CLIMAXED WITH THE BEATINGS BY THE SANHEDRIN AND THE FLOGGING AND CRUCIFIXION BY THE ROMANS WHEN THE ENEMY “APPEARED” TO GAIN VICTORY.

HOW DID JESUS CRUSH SATAN’S HEAD, OR POWER, ACCORDING TO 1 CORINTHIANS 15:22?

DON’T MISS THIS: JESUS AND SATAN WENT AT IT IN MORTAL COMBAT..AND THOUGH THE ENEMY DID STRIKE HIS HEEL, JESUS EMERGED AS THE VICTOR, DESTROYING THE “POWER” OF SATAN AND DEATH ON THE HUMAN RACE.

NEXT COMES THE CURSE ON THE WOMAN….WHICH GOD SAYS, “I WILL GREATLY INCREASE YOUR PAINS IN CHILDBEARING; WITH PAIN YOU WILL GIVE BIRTH TO CHILDREN” (GEN 3:16A)

GOD ALSO SAYS, “YOUR DESIRE WILL BE TO YOUR HUSBAND”…. That is one of the most complicated and complex structures in Hebrew--it may explain why we have such a hard time in explanation and interpretation in English. Let’s me translate:  When he says your desire will be to your husband--he’s not saying that you’ll be heads over hills about your husband--he’s not saying you’ll have uninterrupted and ceaseless affection for your husband--it is the word “choo-ca” it means that you will have a compelling desire to “CONTROL” your husband
The result of the fall was this:  that the woman would have “choo-ca” over her husband--the word choo-ca means a controlling or demanding, compelling desire or drive to usurp, control or be in a different position than given--it means to be restless in your position and to desire the position of the other person--

Here it is again:  the result of the fall is that the woman would have this innate “desire”, this congenital “desire” to control her man. The word “choo-ca”again means to “seek to control”.  Now listen to what else it says: “and he (meaning your husband) shall rule over thee.”  Now that word rule means this:  It is the connotation number one “position or headship” but it also has the implication and connotation of a tyrannical or dictatorial kind of rule.  You get that yet--he says the result of the fall is that the husband will have the tendency to tyrannically and dictatorially dominate his wife.  Now let’s hook it up together:

Because of the sin that resulted from Adam and Eve--incidentally the reason that God was harder on Adam even though Eve was the one who was tricked by the devil is because God’s command to dominate the garden was not given to Eve--it was given to Adam.  

So due to the fall--in the relationship between man and wife--the wife will always have the tendency to control the husband and take his place in the position of headship--the husband will then respond--rebelling against that--and he will tyrannically and dictatorially try to dominate her and keep her down--so what you have is: 

He’s trying to push her down and she’s trying to rise up--he’s trying to push her down and she’s trying to rise up--and that’s the tension in any male-female relationship--who’s going to be in charge.  That ought to get a big Amen right there.

That’s the tension in any relationship--”I think and I think I’m past three time’s seven--I’m just as grown as you are--you must not know who you messing with.  You married the wrong sister--my daddy didn’t tell me what to do--you better check yourself before you wreck yourself--that’s why I work every day and make my own money so I can buy whatever I want when I choose to buy it--you suppose to take care of the house anyway.  If you wanted to run something--you showed shouldn’t have married a sister--that’s why your friend married Sally instead of Denise.  

The tension is control.  It’s a kind of an “unloving” domination.  This “subservience” is NOT “prescribed” by GOD but “describes” what will happen because of sin, NOT the “design” of GOD.  Look at Ephesians 5:25…and look at the “frame” by the Father in verse 21…”to one another…not OVER the other.”  We’re spiritual covers, protectors…not “dictators and dominators.”  
Then GOD says, “cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life” (3:17).  Don’t miss this…the ground will still produce good fruit, but NOW it will also produce “thorns and thistles (3:18).  Here’s the CHANGE….Adam will no longer “freely” eat as he did before, but by the “sweat of your brow you will eat your food…(3:19).  God’s judgment was that Adam would have to work “long” and hard until the day he died.

Finally, God says, “until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for the dust you are and to dust you will return.” (3:19)  The very ground out of which Adam was created now becomes a daily reminder of the destiny of his body.

The BEST news in the 3rd Chapter of Genesis is: “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the Mother of all the living (3:220).  The only Gospel Adam ever heard was in Genesis 3:15.  

Adam’s “actions” were a confession.  God had just pronounced the sentence of “death” on the entire human race, but had also declared that the woman’s seed would bring salvation.  Adam believed.  He confessed his faith by calling his wife the mother of all “living” not all “dying.”

Adam believed it and acted upon it by naming his wife “Eve” who means “life” or “life giver”.  God did not change the physical consequences of sin as Adam did die at 930 years of age,,,,but he did remit the eternal “consequences” of sin…hell.
The coats of skin in verse 21 are pictures of “salvation” we have in Christ.  The WORD is clear, “without the shedding of blood…there could be no remission of sins.”  

That’s all folks and now we head back to our regular programming as it relates to their being “driven” out of paradise presently to reign and reunited ultimately and eternally.

In HIS Service….Pastor WDB
