Picking up from where we left off ~ December 7, 2009
Chapter 9:18-20…

This tells us “from the 3 sons of Noah came the people who were scattered over the earth.”  Up to this point, his life had been fantastic.  Chosen to be the starter of Chapter Two of the human race.  He made the First Covenant recorded in the Bible. Verse 20…proceeded to do what he does…farm.

Verse 21…Tragedy and Misery enter this chapter.  Gets drunk….it’s not so much the presence of “alcohol” but the “potential” of it.  Much like sin…it’s best to flee from it, why…the potential is deadly..the cost is devastating.  Much like your favorite ice crème, if you are not planning to eat a bowl, reconsider the scoop.

Witnessing the wild side only enhances the Good Side of God which has already been revealed to me.  600 years of excellence…one night…tell young people all the time…one night of fantasy can lead to 18 years of reality.  Luther wrote, “if only for one night”….the real question…is the “after fight” worth that night.  
Point for us….we all have the potential to fall if we traveled a polluted path.  No one is above falling into..if we dabble in things which have the potential to poison.

Look at some other lives…Numbers 20:7-12, 2 Samuel 11:2-5, 1 Kings 11:2-4&11

Point to note…If God only used perfect people, who would he use.

Major Verse…9:22…Ham is designated as the Father of Canaan…because he reveals himself, through his actions to be their father.  Many archaeological studies reveal that their worship included sexual immorality. Look at his choice when seeing his father naked….”he told his brothers outside.”  He could have/should have covered his father as his brother did in Verse 23, but instead he made a mockery, which showed his true inner self.

It was from this sad incident that a Cursed Prophecy by Noah is revealed.  When he awoke from his sleep..once again…the aftermath of alcohol intake or partake…sleepy, hang-over, nausea, humiliation, lack of self control….the potential only “pollutes” and “produces” predicament.
When he awoke he said, “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his Brothers.”

Don’t miss this…”sin was clearly the “exception” not the “rule.”  The curse was placed on Canaan, one of four sons of Ham, probably because Canaan was the son which shared his irreverent attitude.  The Canaanites were later conquered by the Israelites led by Joshua.  

However, it’s clear from reading the conquest of Canaan in the book of Joshua that the curse was conditional, for because of Faith in God, look at what took place with one of the most famous Canaanites in Joshua 6:25 and Matthew 1:5.

Chapter 10-11…..Family Roots…Mostly skipped over when studying Genesis. However, it reveals Noah’s sons obedience to the commandment of Genesis 9:1.

Sons of Japheth…..very little is recorded because he settled farthest from the promise land.  They settled North of the Black Sea, in ancient Crimea, or what is known as southwest Russia.  They were descendants through Gomar.

They expanded into Germany through Gomar’s son Ashkenaz..if you study history..Webster defines “Ashkenazim” as a “German Jew, earlier, a German after Ashkenaz, second son of Gomar.  Gomar’s descendants spread into France and Spain.  They also became the “Celtic” people in “Briton” which became known as Great Britain and includes England Scotland, and Wales.  Very little is known of the other sons of Gomar. 
Three sons of Japheth, Magog, Tubal and Mesheck, are most likely the Scythians and settled east of the Black Sea in what is known today as Russia.

Descendants of Madai, settled in Media, land of the Medes, which is now northwestern Iran.  It was the Medes who joined Babylonia in destroying Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire.  The descendants of Tiras are engulfed in obscurity.

Javan (10:4) is the father of the Greeks.  This includes many of the islands in the Aegean, Ionian, and Mediterranean Seas, such as the Crete and Rhodes.

So, Japheth is called the father of the Indo-Europeans.  This refers to a family of languages which include Europe, southwestern Asia, and India.  Japheth’s descendants inhabited Europe, parts of Asia and extends even further.  From there, expansion continued into North and South America.  That means that Japheth’s descendants populated most of the territory of the world and fulfills the prophecy in Genesis 9:27.
The Sons of Ham (10:6-20)

His four sons settled in Africa and the Middle East.  Descendants of Cush settled in Ethiopia (archaic for “country of Blacks”), modern Sudan and spread to other parts of Africa.

Miz-ra-im, which in the Bible means “Egypt”, settled in Egypt and North Africa.  “Put” is the founder of Libya in North Africa and west of Egypt.

Canaan is the ancestor of the tribes which settled in Palestine and Turkey, including the Hittites, Jebusites, who dwelt in Jerusalem, the Amorites (10:15-18)
Cush was the Father  of Nimrod, who became a mighty warrior on Earth (10:8-9).  Verse 10-11 shows consistencies with the two imperial cities which he founded…famous for their opposition to Israel.
It was the Assyrians who destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Babylonians who destroyed the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Verse 15-20 provides the detail of those territories of the Canaanites.  

The list in Genesis is obviously not complete, one of the most difficult races to trace is the Orientals.  However, evidence suggests they are survivors of the Hittite empire which is modern Turkey.  It is suggested when that empire fell suddenly, the survivors fled into Mongolia and southward into China.  Then they expanded into Japan, Korea, Philippines and Vietnam.

Sons of Shem (10-21-32)

Sons were born to Shem, who older brother was Japheth (10:21a).  Up to this point it seems Shem is the oldest because he is mentioned first (9:18), but now we learn that Japheth is older, so the order should probably be Japheth, Shem and Ham.

Shem’s son Elam settled on the Persia gulf with Susa as the capital. The Assyrians come from Asshur.  Lud, is the father of the Lydians, and Aram is the father of the Syrians.

Don’t miss this, Shem’s son Arphaxad (ar-fax-ad) grandfather of Eber, had a descendant named Terah to whom what important figure was born….you guessed it “Abraham.” (11:26)
They account for a total of 70 nations.

26 from Shem, 30 from Ham, 14 from Japheth

The Towel of Babel  (11:1-9)

Chapter 10 tells us where the descendants of Noah scattered, and Chapter 11 tells us why.  (11-1)..Originally, the entire world had one language and one common speech.

Noah’s descendants moved eastward from Ararat and found a plain in Shinar and settled there.  This was near Babylon, which is a derivative of the word “Babel.”  This was near modern Baghdad, Iraq.  Instead of multiplying people..they multiplied mess and confusion.  Verse 4….

This was an expression of defiance of God’s command and pride.  The “phrase” a tower which reaches to the heavens probably means it was a place that would be worshipped and would make a name for its builders not it’s Blesser.  The tower was a shrine to themselves and not God.

Genesis 11:7…God confused their language so they could not communicate.  That’s why it’s called “Babel” which means confusion of voices or languages.

The remainder records Shem’s line to Abraham.  Under the leadership of Joshua, his descendants, the Israelites, eventually conquer the land of Canaan, a fulfillment of Noah’s prophecy in 9:24-27.

~That’s all Folks!!!~
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