TUESDAY TEACH TIME NOTES ~ 6OCT09

PATH FLOW CHART THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT….
 
GENESIS…GOD CREATED THE WORLD, EVERYTHING IN IT, INCLUDING (2) PEOPLE IN IT…ADAM/EVE, AND A GREAT GARDEN CALLED EDEN.  ONE RESTRICTION WITH TWO PARTS…DON’T TOUCH OR EAT OF ONE CERTAIN TREE.
THE IMPORTANT OF THE GUIDELINE OR RESTRICTION WAS NOT THE TREE, NOR THE TYPE OF FRUIT WHICH GREW ON IT,  THE IMPORTANT THING WAS THEIR “CHOICE” TO EITHER WALK WITH GOD OR WALK THEIR OWN WAY.  
FROM THE BEGINNING, GOD ASKED MAN TO SHOW OUR LOVE AND DEVOTION THROUGH OBEDIENCE.  NEVER ASKED US TO DO “ALL WE CAN” JUST DO “WHAT HE SAYS”.
ADAM AND EVE HAD CHILDREN….CAIN AND ABEL…
FIRST MURDER, FIRST DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY BECAUSE OF A FORBIDDEN FRUIT BITE….
CAIN AND ABEL HAD CHILDREN…WHO HAD CHILDREN…WHO HAD CHILDREN..UNFORTUNATELY…EACH GENERATION GOT WORSE AND DISOBEYED MORE THAN LESS.
 
OF ADAM AND EVEN DESCENDANTS…THE MOST NOTABLE WAS NOAH…BY THE TIME NOAH ARRIVED…LOOK AT GODS FRUSTRATION IN GENESIS 6:6…GOD REGRETTED HE HAD EVER MADE MAN. 
IS GOD NOT AWESOME?….FROM “REGRET” TO “RESTORATION” AND A PLAN OF SALVATION.  
OUT OF ALL THESE PEOPLE…NOAH WAS THE ONE WHO HAD ANY CONCERN WHATSOEVER FOR GOD…BECAUSE OF ONE, GOD GAVE HUMANITY ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY THROUGH NOAH.  A GREAT FLOOD DESTROYED THE EARTH WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE ANIMALS AND THE PEOPLE WHO MOVED INTO NOAHS ARK.  
AFTER THE WATERS RECEDED…HUMANITY CHAPTER TWO STARTED WITH, MR. NOAH/MRS. NOAH, THEIR THREE SONS, THE ORIGINAL BIBLICAL “MY THREE SONS” BEFORE FRED MCMURRAY…AND THEIR THREE WIVES.
THEN NOAHS CHILDREN HAD CHILDREN, WHOSE CHILDREN HAD CHILDREN, WHOSE CHILDREN HAD CHILDREN, AND HUMANITY DID NOT GET ANY BETTER.
THEN GOD GAVE HUMANITY ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY…THIS TIME THROUGH ABRAHAM BY MAKING A PROMISSORY AGREEMENT WITH ABRAHAM AND HIS ENTIRE SEED.  EVEN PROMISING THAT THE MESSIAH WOULD COME “THROUGH” HIS SEED.
 
ABRAHAMS PART OF THE PROMISE WAS THAT NEITHER HIM NOR HIS DESCENDENTS WOULD TAKE THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD LIGHTLY AND THAT THEY WOULD BE CIRCUMCISED AS A “SIGN” OF THEIR COMMITMENT.  THIS WAS VERY SERIOUS…NEARLY COST MOSES HIS LIFE…GOD WENT LOOKING FOR HIM.  
ABRAHAM HAD A SON, WHO HAD TWIN SONS. ONE OF THOSE TWINS, (WHOSE NAME “JACOB” WAS CHANGED TO “ISRAEL”) HAD TWELVE SONS.  THESE TWELVE SONS WERE THE PARTRIARCHS OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL.  
THEY ALL MOVED THEIR FAMILIES TO EGYPT DURING A FAMINE, AND IT WAS IN EGYPT DURING A FAMINE WHERE THEY GREW FROM A GREAT FAMILY INTO A GREAT NATION.
MOST OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS MADE UP OF A HISTORY OF THE DESCENDENTS OF THESE 12 SONS. EVENTUALLY, THEY BECAME A NATION OF SLAVES IN EGYPT.
ONCE AGAIN….LOOK AT GOD.  SEEMING LIKE A FLUKE, A HEBREW BABY NAME MOSES ESCAPED SLAVERY, WAS RAISED IN PHAYROH’S PALACE AND THEN GREW UP, LED A GOD SPONSORED REBELLION, HELPING HIS PEOPLE ESCAPE FROM EGYPT.
THE PLAN WAS FOR MOSES TO LEAD HIS PEOPLE BACK TO THE LAND WHICH ABRAHAM HAD SETTLED, WAY BACK WHEN. THAT LAND WAS CALLED ISRAEL(AFTER ONE OF ISSAC’S TWIN SONS), OR AS YOU MIGHT HAVE HEARD IT REFERRED TO AS THE “PROMISE LAND.”  
THE FIRST HALF OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS ALL ABOUT GOD FOLLOWING THROUGH ON HIS PROMISE AGREEMENT THAT HE MADE WITH ABRAHAM…
FIRST IN ABRAHAMS BACK YARD, THEN EGYPT, THEN THE DESERT, THEN IN THEIR NEW LAND.  THE  REST OF THE OLD TESTAMENT REVOLVES AROUND ISRAELS STRUGGLE TO WORSHIP GOD AND ONLY GOD.
THE HISTORICAL BOOKS DESCRIBES ISRAELS STRUGGLE WITH IDOLATRY, THE WITH KEEPING THEIR LAND, THEN WITH RETURNING TO THEIR HOMES AFTER BEING TAKEN PRISONERS TO OTHER LANDS.
THE BOOKS OF WISDOM ARE THE “TRUTHS” WHICH CARRIED THEM THROUGH ALL THOSE TIMES.
THE BOOKS OF PROPHECIES RECORD SERMONS AND VISIONS REGARDING ISRAELS UNFAITHFULNESS AND THE BAD THINGS WHICH WOULD HAPPEN TO THEM AS A RESULT OF IT.  THESE BOOKS ALSO PROPHESY OF THE COMING MESSIAH, WHO WOULD DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL SLAVERY.
40 YEARS LATER, THROUGH 3M’S, MIRACLES, MISHAPS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS, THE HEBREWS FINALLY REACHED THAT LAND.  AS YOU MIGHT GUESS, THE LAND HAD ALREADY BEEN RESETTLED BY OTHER PEOPLE.  
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF MAN NAME JOSHUA, THE HEBREWS SET OUT TO RECLAIM THE LAND. THEY DID RECLAIM MUCH OF THE LAND BUT THEY DIDN’T MAKE EVERYONE ELSE LEAVE. THIS WAS A CRITICAL MISTAKE.
THERE WAS A REASON THE JEWISH PEOPLE WERE SUPPOSE TO RUN EVERYBODY ELSE OUT OF THE LAND.  THIS WAS BECAUSE EVERYONE ELSE WORSHIPPED IDOL GODS OF SOME KIND.  GOD HAD COMMUNICATED WITH CRYSTAL CLEAR CLARITY THAT “THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME…AND EVEN SHARED THE GENERATIONAL…AND TRANSGENERATIONAL CONSEQUENCES”
REASON:  IF THEY ALLOWED IDOL WORSHIP TO STAY, YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BE INFLUENCED.  COMPANY CREATES CLIMATE….
THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED….THE HEBREWS KEPT GETTING THEIR WORSHIP MINGLED IN WITH THE IDOL WORSHIP AROUND THEM.  WHEN THIS HAPPENED, THEY BECAME WEAKER AND WEAKER AS A NATION, POLITICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, AND “PREY” FOR THE SURROUNDING NATIONS. GOT SO BAD, THE KINGDOM WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO KINGDOMS, THE SOUTHEN KINGDOM WAS “JUDAH” AND IT’S CAPITOL WAS JERUSALEM.  
  
ALL DURING THIS PART OF HEBREW HISTORY, THE PROPHETS CRIED OUT TO THEIR PEOPLE TO TURN BACK TO GOD AND LET HIM PROTECT THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES.  EVENTUALLY, BOTH THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN KINGDOMS OF ISRAEL WERE DEFEATED AND TAKEN AWAY FROM THEIR LAND AND INTO EXILE. 
THE PROPHETS CONTINUED TO CALL OUT TO THEM EVEN WHILE THEY WERE IN CAPTIVITY, ASKING THEM TO BE WHOLEHEARTED ABOUT THEIR COMMITMENT TO GOD AGAIN.  FINALLY, AS THEY STARTED RETURNING AND REBUILDING, THE PROPHETS WERE REMINDING THEM TO KEEP FROM REPEATING THE SAME MISTAKES.
HERE IS A NUTSHELL SYNOPSIS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND A PRACTICAL “PATH” TO POINT OUT AS YOU EXPLAIN WITH CLARITY AND SIMPLIFIED UNDERSTANDING.
SEE YOU NEXT WEEK….AT THE HOUSE…THE FAITH HOUSE…TUESDAY TEACH TIME….ALWAYS AN “IN-TIME/IN-TOUCH/IN TUNE WORD”.
NOTHING BUT LOVE 2U AND 4U!
PASTOR
