~NOTES FOR TUESDAY TEACH TIME 3NOV09~
Scriptural Emphasis: Genesis Chapter 6
Instead of focusing on the “Mess” of Man, let’s zoom in on the “Mercy” of our God.  As were arrive on the territory of this text, pull up a chair to the table of this tragedy,  Humanity is in a state of misery, and the reality is… “Humanity has fallen into a Hole of Hopelessness with Holiness.”  
Then we arrive at Genesis, verse 8…”but”.  This is a coordinating “Conjunction” because it connects two clauses, and in this case, they create a contrast the BLASTS the fact of two total opposites. This “But” is connecting “part B” of verse 7 where God repented…or “regretted” having ever made Man.  Without this “But”…it was Over for humanity.  However, Praise God for this critical coordinating conjunction at this critical junction for the journey of humanity getting additional longevity.
“But Noah”…found “Favor” in the eyes of the Lord.  I Love Favor, #1 because it ain’t laced with “FAIR” but Grace.  Tell somebody, “Favor ain’t Fair.”

Favor ain’t based on equal portions and sometimes we’re afforded Favor because of Whose we are without any respect to who we are. Favor will allow me to receive stuff which my credit report says, “I don’t qualify.”  
I Love Favor because it allows me to get what I don’t deserve as opposed to what I do deserve.  That’s major as we deserved to die “But”…John 3:16 showed “Favor”…as Grace is a gift, whereas we are saved “By” Faith, through…Grace.  Not making this us…

Look at Ephesians 2:8..“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God”.

The Word “But” communicates, in crystal clear clarity, the contrast that defines the difference which made the difference, in our daddies decision.  

This word “but” shows the HUGE difference God saw between Noah and the other Men who had broken His heart and caused his to regret making them.
Why was Noah Different?  Let’s see what the Word says…

“He was a righteous man.”  There’s a song which is so true in the laces of its lyrics, “None but the Righteous shall see God, you got to live Holy..got to live right”.  When all is said and done, you have to be “not JUST right”…but “righteous”.  The term “right” is the opposite of “wrong”..which means you may be “good” but “good” ain’t “GOD”. Righteousness refers to a Divine Declaration because of “Salvation” which was secured by participation of the restoration afforded by Romans 10:9.
Also, “Righteousness” comes out of “Justification” or “just as if I’ve never sinned” because of the Covering created from the crucifixion, followed by the resurrection.  The Blood “blocks” the view of “my mess” and shows the reflection of His righteousness… which could only be afforded by “HIS” mercy.
Secondly, “righteousness” refers to the fact that he was a man of integrity and who always tried to do “right” because he was “righteous” as far as his relationship with righteousness.
THEN # 2 Difference….he was “Blameless” among the people of his time.  This means he had no “outstanding” faults.  Wasn’t dealing with stuff for which he was refusing to repent, acknowledge and ask for forgiveness.  This is one of the requirements for Pastors and Deacons as outlined by Timothy.  “Blameless” refers to a pure heart, without deceit…pure intent in spite of sin accidents or intents. 
This is not to mean or imply that Noah was perfect, in our context..whereas Biblical context refers to “perfect” as mature, but in Biblical context because he was “mature” and wholeheartedly loved and obeyed GOD.

Noah dared to be different.  Didn’t care what other folks thought.  Didn’t try to keep up with folks who didn’t matter nor play a pivotal role in what really matters, “his relationship with his Creator.” Too may times we live our lives for other people who really don’t care how we live our lives.  We psyche ourselves out with crazy thoughts like, “people expect me to have this, that and the other.”  How can someone have an expectation without any participation of financial allocation.  
Don’t Miss This:  Folks of Faith need to STOP trying to Fit In with folks seeking to create Fate. 
Do you really know what “fate” is or where it comes from…it’s not Divine Destiny but originated from a  Greek and Roman myth where it was believed that three goddesses governed human destiny.  Folks of Faith should not be saying, “as fate would have”..but as “Faith” would make it….
Listen…when we are more consumed and absorbed with what people will think, GOD can’t use us because it fogs what He thinks and what He seeks to say.

Lastly…Noah was different because He walked “with” God.  He had a relationship with God.  He had God’s approval and nothing else matter. Oh, if we had that attitude and believed that old hym, “I’m happy with Jesus alone”…”Long as I got King Jesus”.

#2….Noah was Dependable (6:14-21)

Sometimes our assignment requires MAJOR work.  To whom much is given, much is required.  Look at 6:14.  Don’t miss this, Noah obeyed with “Holy Fear” because that is what produces obedience. Our world has tried to destroy “Holy Fear” or “reverence” by making God seem like a loving Grandpops who does not regret sin.  

In some theological circles or “feel good” Gospel settings…some have tried to denounce the wrath of God in the Old Testament, even referring to it as “sub-Christian”.  
They emphasize the “Love and Forgiveness of Jesus” but ignore what He said about judgment and the crippling consequences for non-compliance.  This is totally inconsistent with Matthew 13: 49-50. It’s sad, people will come by the thousands to receive a word without the WORD being the foundation.  That ain’t preaching…that’s motivational speaking.

Look at the facts:  Jesus taught more about judgment and hell than He did about rewards and Heaven.  When God told Noah about the coming judgment and instructed him to build an ark, Noah dropped everything and started building it.  He knew God meant what He said…and there was no need to pray about…what God had already spoke about…and instructed him to be about  it.

What’s one of the great acts of Faith here…that appears very simple
“When Noah chopped down the first cypress tree to make lumber to build the ark.  You do understand the assignment was tough…not call the lumber yard and have cut lumber delivered…but cut down the tree man.  Specified instructions…length, width, height, roof, three decks.

Dependable despite being dissed by dissenters.  Can you imagine all of the “Noah” jokes…with 120 years of practice and preparation.  Yet, when God can depend on you, it dictates the decision and the discipline to deliver.  

Dependable with our Daddy leads to a dynamic delivery….contract, coverage and covenant….Genesis 6:18.

THIRD….NOAH WAS DEVOTED (6:22)

Noah “accepts” his assignment and does everything according to the assignment giver…”just as God commanded him.” (6:22)  This is our greatest hindrance…placing our personal touch on it.  Direct orders do not allow room for “personal touch”.  Matthew 28…”Go”…no option….direct order.  

Once again…assignments come with tough requirements.  The other tough part of the assignment was, Hebrews 11:7 tells us,” that Noah condemned the world.

In 2 Peter 2:5…”Noah is called a preacher of righteousness.”.  Can you imagine this assignment in one of the most immoral and evil times in history.  This is like preaching an “anti-alcohol” sermon at a bar on New Years eve in New York city.

Even worse, he preached 12 decades, not one person believed him.  Sometimes, you’ll be by yourself when you’re different but deliverance will be your destiny.  

It’s HUGE that we believe that GOD WILL punish sin.  If we do not believe that God will punish sin, we cannot believe in the atoning death of Christ.  If there’s no horrible judgment, Christ died for nothing.  

God chose Noah for this special task because he was different, dependable and devoted.  

THAT’S ALL FOLKS…SEE YOU NEXT WEEK…CHAPTER 7
Pastor W.D.B.

