~INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT~
THE WORD TESTAMENT SIMPLY MEANS COVENANT..REFERRING TO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MANKIND.  AS FAR AS THE BIBLE IS CONCERNED, THE OLD TESTAMENT IS THE RECORD OF THE OLD COVENANT MADE WITH THE JEWS AT MT. SINAI AND THE NEW TESTAMENT IS THE COVENANT WHICH CHRIST MADE IN HIS BLOOD.

FROM A “LITERARY” STANDPOINT, THE OLD TESTAMENT BEGINS WITH GENESIS AND ENDS WITH MALACHI…WHILE THE NEW TESTAMENT BEGINS WITH MATTHEW AND ENDS WITH REVELATION.  IN A BROAD SENSE, THE OLD TESTAMENT IS GOD DEALING WITH HIS EARTHLY  PEOPLE UNDER LAW AND THE NEW TESTAMENT IS THE RECORD OF GODS DEALING WITH HIS “HEAVENLY” PEOPLE (THE CHURCH) UNDER GRACE.

REMEMBER: THE DIVIDING LINE IS NOT THE “BLANK PAGE” BETWEEN MALACHI AND MATTHEW..BUT THE CROSS!

PURPOSE: MANY CHRISTIANS AVOID THE OT, THINKING IT HAS NO RELEVANCE FOR THEM, NO MESSAGE AND DIFFICULT TO DIGEST AND UNDERSTAND.  HOWEVER, REMEMBER THAT IT WAS THE ONLY BIBLE WHICH CHRIST, THE APOSTLES  (In a very general sense, there is little difference between an apostle and a disciple. The two words are sometimes used interchangeably. The word "disciple" comes from the Latin discipulus, or pupil. "Apostle" comes from the Greek word apostolos, or delegate.
Please KNOW that the OT was only Bible which Christ, the Apostles and the early Church possessed.  When Paul referenced “scripture” he was referencing the Old Testament.  Practically every book in the Old Testament is quoted or referred to in the NT writings.

Let’s look at the four fold purpose of the Old Testament writings….

1) Foundation:  We would have NO information concerning the origin of the universe, origin of man, the beginning of sin, birth of the Hebrew nation, or the purposes of GOD for the world were it not for the OT!  Every NT doctrine can be traced back to OT history.  An understanding of the OT record is necessary if we are to interpret the NT correctly.

2) Preparation: The OT reveals God’s preparation for the coming of his son Jesus into this world.  In Genesis we see the need for a Savior and the promise that he will come through a woman, through the Jewish nation, and through the tribe of Judah.  The rest of the Old Testament amplifies these basic facts and shows how satan desperately tried to destroy the Jewish nation to prevent the birth of Christ.  Gen. 3:15 indicates that there are two “seeds” in the world, the seed of satan and the seed of Christ; and we see these two seeds in conflict from Genesis 4 onward.

3) Illustration: The OT is the picture gallery, in which GOD shows HIS truth in types and symbols.  Each NT illustration has an OT illustration.  The Passover Lamb of Exodus 12 is a picture of Christ (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7). The OT tabernacle illustrates the resurrection; the anointing oil pictures the Holy Spirit.
4) Demonstration: The OT is a practical book, showing the failures and successes of the people of GOD.  We see GOD demonstrating HIS power in the lives of people.  We also see…what sin and unbelief will do.  GOD recorded these sins and successes for our benefit (1 COR. 10:11) As we witness men like Abraham, Moses, David overcoming their problems by Faith, we have encouragement and hope (Rom. 15:4)  

In a nutshell…the OT is a book of unfulfilled prophecies, unexplained ceremonies and unsatisfied longings.  In the NT, we have the fulfillment of these prophecies, the explanation of these ceremonies and the satisfying of these longings.  Of course, all of this is done in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

