~GENESIS STUDY…….CLASS NUMBER THREE~

Instructor: Pastor Willie D. Brown-Senior Pastor/Teacher
Quick synopsis recap…..The book of Genesis was written to explain how everything bega; in fact, the very title Genesis means “origin” or “beginning.”  It explains the fact that God created the universe, how man was created and placed in a perfect environment, how sin began, and how God provided salvation for “LOST” man.  

The focus then shifts to the beginning of the Hebrew people with Abraham, followed by the histories of Isaac, Jacob and his sons, and the book ends with Joseph in Egypt.

Now a RECAP from Last Weeks study………

Last week…we learned…

--(3) Things about GOD

--What “Heaven” and “Earth” refer to

--Examination of each day of creation (up to day Three)

--Meaning of Genesis 1:2a “without form and empty”

--Meaning of 1:2b..”darkness over surface of the deep”

--First recorded words of GOD

--How long was the FIRST Day?

--Detailed Discussion of Day 2, 3 and 4.

THIS WEEK….WE BEGAN WITH DAY FOUR….(1:14-19)
Let’s start with 14a…stopping at “night”….”expanse” refers to wide and open extent..distance….”as a result, the sun, moon and stars began to give light on the earth and to “GOVERN” the day and the night….and God saw it was good, and it was good for man (1:15-18)

Question time and we dive deep into the depth and detail of this dialogue…..How could there be LIGHT on the First Day when GOD did not make the sun until the 4th day? 
TWO  possible answers…..#1  the source of light on the first 3 days of creation may have been “intrinsic”..originating from within or “cosmic” light…which means “pertaining to the universe…as distinct from the earth.

#2….It is important to note the purpose of the VISIBLE sources of light was to “serve as signs to mark seasons and years “ as we discover in (14b).  So, the emphasis is on the fact that they became “VISIBLE” from the surface of the earth because of the break-up of the cloud blanket.  

Here we go….the SUN apparently existed from the first day but only “appeared” or became visible on the 4th day.

Additional support to that argument…..it is supported by the fact…that after verse ONE…the Hebrew word for create (bara) is not used again until verse 21.  Therefore, everything in the first FOUR days was a “rearranging” or development of what GOD created in Verse ONE.  
Point to note….by examining our Creator and the Creation…we see that GOD used a process in creation.  He used a process to give us our Bible.  He used a process, beginning in the Garden of Eden and ending on Calvary to make salvation available.  The “process”..like “creation” involves the Holy Spirit, who works in us so our lives begin to take form and purpose.

How does Philippians 1:6 reference this…

As in creation, God always finishes what HE starts.  What does Romans 8:29 say in reference to the process which God is finishing in our lives…. 

FIFTH DAY…..(1:20-23)  Read 1:21…Animal life was NOT a result of a blob of protoplasm coming together with an electrical charge in an ancient ocean as evolutions have tried to get us to believe.  

GOD SPOKE…and marine life and birds came into bieng.  This is the FIRST time creatures or (NEPHESH, neh-fesh) are mentioned in the Bible.  This word refers to “consciousness or psychological life.”

The animals “specifically” mentioned are the great creatures of the sea. (1:21).  The Hebrew word translated creatures (tannin) is also translated “monster” (NIV) and dragon (KJV) in Ezekiel 29:3.  In Revelation, the word dragon (Greek, Drakon) is used to picture creatures of tremendous size and strength.

Great creatures include large dinosaurs, which are classified reptiles along with turtles and crocodiles.  The semi-aquatic diplodocus (dip-lod-uh-kuhs) weighed up to 15 tons and grew a length of over 90 feet, including a tail of 30 feet or more.  
Now, the extinction of dinosaurs has been attributed to changes in climate, volcano activity, asteroids striking the earth, etc.  However, it could be that after the Fall, when MANY animals became wild, vicious and flesh eating, GOD allowed the dinosaurs to die off over time because they would threatened the continued existence of humans.  

Point: If you’ve ever seen Jurassic Park..the problem is obvious.

(1:22) This is the first time the idea of being “Blessed” occurred in the Bible.  

DAY SIX…..

On the last day of creation God “made” the wild animals..livestock and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds (1:25)….don’t miss this…”God “made” the wild animals whereas….in verse 21…it says “God created the air and marine animals.”

Here it is…since GOD had already created conscious life, there is no need to do it again.  He therefore formed “new types” of life from what already existed.

All where to produce according to their kinds…which means that plants, animals are programmed by GOD to assure continuation of “kind” or species.  This refers to “DNA”.

Also…on the SIXTH DAY…God said, “let us make man in our image, in our likeness and let them rule over the fish, the birds..and over all the creatures that move along the ground. (1:26)

Here we go…the phrase “let us” indicates all the members of the Trinity existed and were present before anything else.  The name “Elohim”, the name used for GOD in creation, is plural.
God created man in his OWN image (Gen 1:27).  What does it mean to be created in the “image” of God?  Does it mean God looks like me…you….hope not.  The word “image” does NOT refer to “appearance”…..it refers to likeness in “nature”.  God created you and me in the image of his Trinity.

Humans are made up of three parts: body, soul and spirit.

The soul and the spirit may never be separate, and they do not operate independently of each other but they can be considered separate entities.  For example, many times..the words “soul” and “spirit” are used interchangeably but in the Old Testament they are used distinctively.  How does 1 Thessalonians 5:23b describe the “tri-unity” of man?

The word translated “soul” is (Psuche)…it’s the Greek word from which we get our English words “psyche” and “psychology”.  It refers to “mind, emotions and will…psychological life.  The word “spirit” (pneuma) refers to the spiritual part, the part which makes us like God.

All life can be divided into three parts: plant, animal and human.  Plants have abody but no soul or spirit.  They have no intellect, emotion or will.  However, “animals” have a “soul” (Psuche) and therefore dogs can be angered and taught to retrieve a bone.  

However, there is something that makes humans “distinctively different” from a dandelion or a dog, and that is our spirits.  It is our spirits which make us “seek” God.  We commune with GOD through our spirits.
How did Jesus confirm this in John 4:24?

Because plants and animals do not have a spirit, you will never see them praying or going to Church.  The desire to seek God simply does not exist in their bieng.  God created us to fellowship with HIM.  How does Proverbs 20:27 reveal that GOD speaks to us through our spirits?
God speaks to us through our spirits.  He speaks to us “primarily” through the Word of GOD, which is the only thing that is able to penetrate our being even to dividing soul and spirit (Hebrews 4:12). It is through our spirits that GOD gives us moral consciousness, so that the Holy Spirit can convict us.  

God designed Salvation in three parts to redeem the entire person, body, soul and spirit.  The first, called “regeneration” or being born again…saves our spirits instantly..the moment we commit to Christ and His sacrifice.

The “second” called “sanctification” redeems our “soul, our mind, emotions and will as read and live the WORD of GOD.

The final part is Glorification and occurs at the resurrection described in Philippians 3:21.

God created them male and female (Gen 1:27) and Blessed them…commanding them: “be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  

In all the rest of creation the word create “bara” is used only twice (1:1 & 21)), but it is used “THREE” times in reference to MAN.  It is as though GOD is putting an exclamation mark to indicate how SPECIAL we are. God “created” the spirit and “made” the body.

NEXT WEEK…..GENESIS 2:1-17) THE GARDEN OF EDEN

SEE YA NEXT WEEK AT THE HOUSE…THE FAITH HOUSE..THAT IS!  IN THE WORDS OF JED CLAMPETT OF THE BEVERLY HILLBILLIES…

YALL COME BACK NOW….

