Subject: When God “Seems” Silent~AWOL....key word “seems” Impossible..why...”Omni-present”..ever-present Help!
Let’s come in close onto the territory of this text and touch it’s tender spot.  The Flood destroyed every living thing on the face of the earth (7:23).  Noah and his family have been in this hot, non-AC ark for 150 days...about 5 months. Add this to the atmosphere...cooped up with tons of animals, no fre-breeze, lysol spray, air freshner.  During this time, Noah does not hear one word from God.  Anybody ever felt like there were in a “lingering” circling season?  God “seems” silent.  It seems like Heaven has you holding the line...waiting for the next available Angelic attendant?  If so...tonight is YOUR night. Four things to do when God “Seems” silent.
Listen...”forgetting” by the Father is impossible..according to Hebrews 10:17 God only forgets one thing in ALL eternity and what is that?  Sins and Iniquities (wickedness)

#1~Don’t Give Up......8:1-5
Verse 1 ~ What God Did.....
[1] And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; (subside, sink to a lower or managable level)
Does this mean God forgot about Noah?  No!  
When it says that God remembered Noah and ....it means that GOD began to give his attention to Noah and that He was about to intervene with His Loving Care.  Nothing greater than being in His hands.  
David, even in discipline chose God’s hands over Man or nature...when he counted and was given three choices.  “Even if His hands are whipping me, they’re ON me and as long as His Hands are on me, nothing else can Harm me.
Verse 2: Deals with the How....the process in which it took place
 [3] And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. (Reduced or Deduction)
God remembers Noah...after 150 days..sends a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.  Also, the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the Heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky.  (Gen 8:1-2)
The ark Finally came to rest on the Mountains of Ararat.

 [4] And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

And the ark rested — upon the mountains of Ararat - Or, Armenia, whether it was directed, not by Noah's prudence, but the wise providence of God.
It is apparently on the highest mountain of the Ararat range because the waters continue to recede until...the tops of the mountain are visible. (8:5).  This indicates the mountain today that is called Mount Ararat, the highest mountain in Turkey.  It’s located in the extreme eastern Turkey, near Iran and Russia.  It’s highest peak is nearly 17,000 feet...which is higher than Mt. Whitney...nearly 15,000 feet in the Sierra Nevada range in California...which is the Highest peak in the United States.
Verse 5

[5] And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

#2: Be Perceptive (8:6-13)
After waiting patiently for another 40 days, Noah opened the window he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth (8:6-7)
 The raven was a scavenger bird which would rest on unclean surfaces, so it did not return.

Next, Noah sends out a Dove.  It returns because there is no place to set it’s feet (8:9) and no place to make a nest.  After 7 days Noah sends out the dove from the Ark again (8:10) and it returns with a freshly plucked olive leaf in it’s beak (8:11).  This means the storm in over, and it is time to rebuild.  To this day..the symbol of a dove carrying an olive branch is a sign of peace.
When the Dove returns with the olive lead, Noah realizes the water had receded from the earth (8:11).  In a similar way, sometimes we think God has abandoned us, He gives us a sign.  God always sends a sign that trouble won’t last always.  In the midst of the storm we can hear His voice if we are perceptive and not pouting and problematic.

Noah does not impatiently rip off the top but removes the covering from the ark and confirms the grounds surface is dry.  (8:13b)  The fact that Noah removes the covering or roof means the ark would rapidly deterioate...and makes it highly unlikely any remains of the ark can be found.

#3..BE PATIENT...(8:14-19)
Noah does not rush out of the ark but patiently waits for God’s instructions.  (8:14).  
Then on the 27th day of the second month or and year and 10 days after Noah entered the ark (see 7:11), God says, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and thier wives,” along with the animals in the ark (8:15-17).

It appears the last time God had spoken to Noah was when He told him to go into the ark (7:1), more than a year before.  Why does God sometimes seem silent in the midst of storms?  Prayer seems to be on Pause....
One thing...most of us don’t like to wait for God.  The Prophet Habakkuk got tired of waiting for God.  He saw bad people getting all the wealth, good people suffering and did not understand it.  He prayed, How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?  Why do you tolerate wrong?  Hab. 1:2-3...
He was saying, “God, what’s Up...why don’t you do something?”  Then Habakkuk says, “I will look to see what He will say to me (2:1)
Hanakkuk does not get the answer he expects because God tells him things will change but he will have to wait for it (2:3).  Delayed ain’t denied.  What’s the most famous verse in Habakkuk 2:20?
Most of us can’t hear God because of all the noise we’re making in complaining.  What’s the promise in Isa 40:31...there is “worth” in the “wait”...purpose in the “pain”...and appreciation in the hesitation

#4~ Praise GOD When the Storm is Over (8:20-22)
Noah, his family and all the animals came out of the ark, and Noah then builds an altar to the Lord...(8:20)
Most would have said what a waste...you’re going to need that food.  Noah knew giving was an act of Worship..same God who took care of him in the past would do so in the future, he worshipped God ny sacrificing.
God’s people are a Worshipping People...He inhabits the Praises of HIS people...because that’s what His people do...give back generously and cheerfully.

After Noah’s sacrifice, the Lord says..8:21
